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QMS Newsletter 
Q u e e n s b o ro u g h  M i d d l e  S c h o o l    

January 2019 

Volume 3, Issue 5 

 Important Dates 

January 7 School reopens after Winter Break 

January 9 French Immersion Information Night 
6:30 p.m. Qayqayt Elementary School 

January 10 Peer Pal Training session at QCC 

January 14  Registration opens for In-Catchment stu-
dents for the 2019.2020 school year 

 Out-of-Catchment applications accepted 
 Out-of-District applications accepted 

January 14 Pre-IB 9 Program Parent Information Session 
6:30 p.m. NWSS Library 

January 16 PAC meeting 
6:30 p.m.  Library 

January 17 Emergency Drill: 
Fire Drill 

January 17 Last day for gr. 8 students indicate interest in 
Pre-IB 9 program to Ms. Schweers 

January 21 Late French Immersion online registration 
opens  

January 22 VEX IQ Competition @NWSS 

January 23 Gr. 8 Discovery Day at NWSS 

January 23 ELL/SWIS Parent Information Session   
QMS Multi-Purpose Room 6:10-7 p.m. 

January 25  Pizza Day 

January 28 Pre-IB 9 program applications due to Ms. 
Schweers by noon 

January 28 Maple Man presentations 

January 30 Band Concerts 
7 p.m. QMS Gym    

January 30 NWSS Information session for students 
6:30 p.m. Massey Theatre 

Quick Reference: 

 Important Dates   pg. 1 

 Our Learning Focus: Mindset  pg. 2 

 Planning Ahead   pg. 3 & 9 

 Winter Season reminders  pg. 4 

 Upcoming Events & Reminders  pg. 5 & 6 & 7 

 PAC News    pg. 7 

 Student Activities   pg. 8 

 Important Dates 

February 2 Pre-IB 9 program Entrance Testing 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Pearson Cafeteria NWSS  

February 6 Collaboration Day 
Early Dismissal for students at 11:45 a.m. 

February 7 Last day for existing Lunch Program 

February 8 Launch date for QMS Online Lunch program 

February 12 Early Dismissal Day for Parent/Teacher/Student 
Conferences (please visit our Scholastic Book Fair) 
Early Dismissal at 12:10 p.m.  

February 13 Early Dismissal Day for Parent/Teacher/Student 
Conferences (please visit our Scholastic Book Fair) 
Early Dismissal at 12:10 p.m. 

February 15 Last day for Late French Immersion 6, Out-of-
Catchment & Out-of-District applications 

February 15 Pizza Day 

February 18 Family Day 
Statutory Holiday– school closed 

February 20 Emergency Drills: 
Shelter In Place 
Hold & Secure 
Lockdown 

February 20 PAC meeting 
6:30 p.m.  Library 

February 22 Professional Development Day 
Students do not attend 

February 27 Pink Shirt Day 

February 28 Emergency Drill: 
Fire Drill 
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Our Learning Focus - Mindset: 

 
Growth Mindset and Feedback: 
 
“Feedback is information provided about any aspect of someone’s behaviour, performance or understanding. It can 
be provided by anyone (eg a teacher) or anything (eg the score you get in an online quiz). You can also generate your 
own feedback—eg when reflecting on a success and the possible reasons for it. 
 
Challenging, effortful tasks need rapid, high quality feedback in order to: 
 Keep learners engaged 
 Help learners spot weaknesses in their performances (there’s no point practicing and embedding flawed skills or 

understandings) 
 Help learners know when they’re getting something right 
 
When challenge, effort and feedback operate in harmony, learners begin to see their skills and understanding develop in 
real time—literally growing their abilities and exposing as an absurdity the notion that these are fixed.”  
 

Focused feedback 

Feedback is most effective when it focuses on something specific. This gives learners the opportunity to make a useful 
change and provides them with the information needed to do this. Really good growth mindset feedback focuses on 
things such as: 
 

 The relative levels of effort put into different aspects of the work. 
Example: ‘You have put a high level of effort into the start of your work but this has then dropped. Next time, 
try to keep your effort levels high from start to finish.’ 

 Suggestions about what to do next and why it might improve the work. 
Example: ‘Have you considered including more examples in your work? These will improve your writing by 
making your points clearer.’ 

 Questions which cause learners to reflect on what they have done and how they have done it. 
Example: ‘What made you choose to approach the work in this way?’ 

 Identification of the thought processes employed and what these led to. 
Example: ‘I can see from your working out that you have been practicing applying the formulae we learnt. This 
is good; keep it up.’ 

 Challenges to do things differently or to do things which are more difficult. 
Example: ‘How could you have made the task more challenging for yourself?’ 

  
 (adapted from pgs. 61 & 70 “Growth Mindset Pocketbook” by Hymer, B & Gershon, M  2014) 

 

QMS Learning Goal for 2018.2019: 
 
We believe that all students can achieve at high levels with effort, perseverance, resilency and the right set of 
strategies. We hope to develop these skills in our students by ensuring that our classroom assessment practices: 

 Provide specific and timely feedback to students (from teachers and peers) 

 Provide students with opportunities to learn, develop and assess their strategies 

 Give students multiple opportunities to show what they know 
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Planning Ahead: 

 
 2019-2020 Registration Information:  
 
Information regarding registration for the 
2019-2020 school year has been posted to 
the district website. A copy has been includ-
ed at the end of the newsletter as well. 
 

http://newwestschools.ca/registration/registration-information-forms/ 
 

Please note the following deadlines: 
 
Out-of-Catchment applications:  Fr iday, February 15  
Out-of-District applications:   Fr iday, February 15 
Late French Immersion applications: Fr iday, February 15  
In-catchment registrations for new students:  Fr iday, March 15 

 

 
Are You Moving Schools Next Year? 
 
Preparation is already underway 
for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
If you are moving and/or your child is attending a 
different school in September 2019, please inform 
the office or contact Lisa Nasato by email 
(lnasato@sd40.bc.ca) as soon as possible. This 
information will help with our planning for next year 
and is much appreciated. 

  

 
Happy New Year! 
 
The first term at QMS was a busy and satisfying 
one thanks to the efforts of our students, staff, 
families and community members.  
 
This year’s musical, “Alice In Wonderland Jr.” showcased the 
collaborative talents of our hardworking students and staff. 
Please visit the district website for an article about the tireless 
work and preparation that went into this production: 

https://newwestschools.ca/putting-the-wonder-in-winter-performances-
at-qms-everyones-in-on-the-act/ 

 
Our Christmas Hampers were truly a community undertaking. 
Thank you to our students, parents, staff, the Queensborough 
Community Centre who collected donations on our behalf, our 
Breakfast Club volunteers and community members for con-
tributing to this worthwhile project. Our leadership students 
kicked off the season of giving in October through their “WE 
Scare Hunger” food drive, followed by the grade 5 Kindness 
Club who organized a successful sock drive. Again, many 
thanks to all who supported this initiative through the donation 
of time, funds, nonperishable food times, clothing and toys. 
The ‘Boro is an amazing and generous community! 
 
We wish all our families the very best for 2019! 
  

 

Share Your Thoughts:  
 
From January 7 to January 14, visit: 

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#611599839 

and share your ideas on the question: 
 

What are the most important things we can do to 
meaningfully support learning opportunities for our 

students? 

  
To gather your feedback, we’re using Thought-
exchange, a forum where you can confidentially 
share your ideas, see the ideas of others and highlight 
what matters most to you. Come back often and con-
tribute to the ongoing dialogue. 
 
To participate using your mobile device, text “hello” 
in the language of your choice to the phone number 
728-55 and enter the code: 611-599-839. 
 
Together we can build a conversation about student 
learning during a time of transformation in education 
at New Westminster Schools - and shape priorities 
for the coming year. Participation will be open from: 
 

8 a.m. January 7 - 8 p.m. January 14 
 

Your thoughts matter. Please join the conversation! 
 
For more information, please visit: 
 

https://newwestschools.ca/on-january-7-get-ready-to-
share-your-thoughts/ 

Looking Back: 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=moving+house+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=3DE23CFDB0B825F09207151F63399DF165D84C4E&selectedIndex=6&ccid=OteD%2bKG3&simid=608033101140987128&thid=OIP.M3ad783f8a1b73f56c3e549c09c842d40o0
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Winter Season Reminders: 

 
Dress for the Weather: 
 
Note to Parents and Guardians: 
 
During recess and lunch, the students of QMS 
play outside on the school grounds and adja-
cent park. Please speak with your child(ren) 
about dressing appropriately for the weather. 
Students will go outside most days, including 
times when it is raining and snowing. Umbrel-
las, boots, coats, and even an extra pair of 
pants are important to have available at school 
for those “not-so-nice” days. It is important for 
students to get outside and enjoy the fresh air... 
rain, snow or shine. 

 

Traffic Safety:  
 
With icy winter road conditions, please take 
extra care when dropping off and picking up 
your child(ren). Drive slowly through the park-
ing lot and be alert for students crossing to and 
from the adjacent park.  
 
Students are encouraged to dress for the weath-
er and walk to and from school whenever pos-
sible. However, for those of you who do drive, 
please respect the speed limit, traffic signs and 
use appropriate parking spaces. Please be on 
the look out for pedestrians near the school and 
Community  Centre. We want to ensure our 
students and users of the Community Centre  
arrive safely at their destinations. 
 
Refrain from stopping in the roadway to wait 
for your child(ren) as this creates a safety haz-
ard for students and community members on 
foot and blocks the flow of traffic. The New 
Westminster Police will continue to monitor 
the areas around our school to encourage safe 
traffic habits. 

 
 
QMS is a NO-IDLE Zone. 

 

Closure of Schools Due to Inclement Weather:   
 
In preparation for the possibility of severe weather conditions or oth-
er hazards, we are advising parents & guardians that announcements 
regarding school closures will be made over CKNW and CBC radio 
stations early enough in the day (usually before 6:30 a.m.), to give 
parents time to arrange for their children to remain at home. Phone 
calls and emails will also be made to those parents & guardians who 
are part of our School Messenger Automated Calling System.   
 
Parents are encouraged to make advance alternate plans in the event 
of an unexpected school closure. 
 
New Westminster Schools will remain open, if at all possible, during 
inclement weather including snowfalls. However, should a parent/
guardian choose to keep their child home on days when the school is 
open, we ask that you call the school at: 

 (604) 517-6040  

before 9 a.m. if possible. A message can 
be left at anytime to report an absence.  
 

 
Cold and Flu Season: 
 
During cold and flu season it is especially important that students 
learn about precautions that can help safeguard everyone’s health. 
We ask for support from parents in teaching these concepts: 

1. Stay home when you are sick or have influenza symptoms. 

2. Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  If you are sick, keep your 
distance from others to protect them from getting sick. 

3. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and 
throw the tissue away immediately. 

4. Wash your hands & avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

 

Please report your child(ren)’s absences to the school by call-
ing the office at (604) 517-6040.   

The phone line is available for messages 24/7. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winter+driving+conditions+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=3942FD17E580B754FA7088BAD3FA9AB67B7DF4F3&selectedIndex=19&ccid=7uKgrfRN&simid=607987647504715022&thid=OIP.Meee2a0adf44dd203b4a193ef4b36a83ao0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=inclement+weather&view=detailv2&&id=C77F255B1385072B69CAA7DE61C8D9E5F31CC480&selectedIndex=28&ccid=SUMUE0jd&simid=607996911760049713&thid=OIP.M4943141348dda3cceae4430119450c80o0
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Upcoming Events and Reminders: 

 
Mark your Calendars:  
 
 

Mon., Jan 07    School reopens after Winter Break 
 
Wed., Feb. 6  Collaboration Day 
   Early Dismissal @ 11:45 
   No Lunch Program    
 
Tues., Feb. 12  Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences     
        and   Early dismissal at 12:10 p.m. 

Wed. Feb. 13  No on-line lunch program 

   
Mon., Feb. 18  Family Day     
   School closed 
  
Fri., Feb. 22  Professional Development Day 
   Students do not attend 

 

 
Attention: Parents of Grade 5 students: 
 
French Immersion Programs of Choice: 
  
An information session on the French Immersion 
Programs of Choice (EFI and LFI) will be held 
Wednesday, January 9, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Qayqayt Elementary School 85 Merivale St, New 
Westminster, BC.  
 
If you are unable to attend this session and would 
like to learn more about the Late French Immer-
sion program (LFI) which is offered at ÉGMS, 
please visit the district website for more infor-
mation: 
 

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/
programs-of-choice/french-immersion/ 

 
Report cards: 

 
First term report cards were sent home on Friday, 
December 14.   
 
If you have not done so already, please sign and 
return the report card envelope to the school 
so it can be reused for your child’s next report 
card.    
 
The report card is yours to keep.   

 
Yearbook 2019 
  
We are close to completing the first half of the 
Yearbook and will work on the second half in 
2019. Yearbooks will be distributed during June 
to allow students to get the autographs of their 
classmates. This is always an exciting tradition at the end of the 
school year.   
 
We have limited numbers of the Yearbook for sale and encourage 
students to purchase their copy while we still have copies availa-
ble. This year the Yearbook will feature a 2-page spread on each 
division as well as capturing all of the special events that happen 
throughout the year, such as: Halloween, Remembrance Day, 
Vaisakhi, Theme Days, Winter Production, Exploratory classes 
and much more.  
 
Yearbooks cost $25 and can be purchased at:  
 

www.ybpay.lifetouch.ca 
 
As one of our Yearbook Team  pointed out Snapchat doesn't last 
forever but Yearbooks do! Buy memories today by purchasing a 
yearbook.  
 
Many thanks for Ms. Schweers and Ms. Mannix for their help in 
producing this year’s edition.  

 
Mt. Seymour Snow Day: 
 
We are pleased to announce our upcoming school 
wide trip on March 8, 2018 to Seymour Moun-
tain! Students will have the options to ski, snow-
board, or go snowshoeing and tobogganing. More 
information will be sent home shortly. 
 
We do need parent volunteers to accompany us. If 
you are able to join us for the day, please let your 
child’s teacher know. 
 
Many thanks to the PAC for their support of this 
event. 
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Upcoming Events and Reminders: 

 
Band Concert: 
   
Please join us as QMS’ Beginning and Junior 
Bands showcase their talents: 
 

Wednesday, January 30 
7 p.m.  QMS Gym 

    

 
Parent Information Session: 

  
Wednesday January 23, 2019   6:10 – 7:00 PM  

QMS Multi-Purpose Room 
For Families of Queensborough Strong Start and Queensborough 

Middle School 
 

Presented by New West School District teachers and Settlement Workers 
in Schools Program staff 

 

Did you attend school outside of Canada and would like to learn 
more about the BC school system? 

Do you use a language other than English at home and would like 
your child to maintain fluency in this language as well as having 
fluency in English? 

Would you like information about the Settlement Workers in 
Schools Program? 

This session is intended for parents and guardians who would like 
to learn more about: 

 the design of the British Columbia school curriculum  

 strategies to support BC curriculum-based skills at home  

 building skills in a home language other than English and ap-
proaches to supporting bilingual learning  

 information about community programs for the support of 
newcomer families 

There will be time for individual questions from parents after the 
formal part of the program. 

Some interpretation is available upon request, or you are welcome 
to bring a friend to interpret if needed. 

Extended families are welcome. Special invitation to grandparents. 

If you would like to receive an invitation to this event, please con-
tact Kathleen Weinkam: kweinkam@sd40.bc.ca 

 
Attention Grade 7 Parents and Guardians: 
 
 
FSA Booklets: 

 
Our grade 7 students completed the Foundation 
Skills Assessment this October and November. 
Marked booklets and results will be sent home 
with students during the week of January 7.  
 
MDI: 
 
During the months of January & February, grade 
7 students will be participating in the Middle 
Years Development Instrument (MDI) by com-
pleting an online survey. An email and letter re-
garding the MDI was sent home to all families of 
grade 7 students during the week of December 3. 
 
The survey is part of a study led by researchers at 
the  Human Early Learning Partnership at the 
University of British Columbia. The purpose of 
the study is to better understand and measure are-
as of middle child development that contribute to 
children’s well-being, health and school success 
by asking children themselves about their 
thoughts, feelings, and experiences in school and 
in the community. Researchers, schools, and gov-
ernments use the study results to plan programs 
and services for children. 
 

For more information about the MDI, please vis-
it: 

 
www.earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi  

 

 
Scholastic Book Fair: 
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair will be 
held on the afternoons of our 
Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences on February 
12 & 13. Plan to visit the Library to make your 
purchases before or after your conference. The 
fair will be open from 12-5 p.m.  

 



 7 

PAC News: 

 
Thank you: 
 
The PAC would like to express a heartfelt 
thank you to the school community for making this year’s 
Winter Raffle Fundraiser a huge success.  Staff, parents and 
students’ efforts are very much appreciated! 
 
All funds raised support student learning and activities. 
 

 

QMS Parent Advisory Council: 
 
The next PAC meeting of the 2018-2019 school year is: 
 

     Wednesday, January 16 
      6:30 p.m. 

        QMS Library (2nd floor) 

 
All parents and guardians are welcome! 

Upcoming Events and Reminders: 

 

Changes to our Lunch Program: 
 

On Friday, February 8, QMS and QE’s lunch program is going on line!  

“The program will be voluntary and provide a range of menu options on a daily, weekly or monthly 
basis through an easy-to-use online platform. It will support parents and families in offering healthy 
daily lunches – and will ensure no student is hungry at school. 

Those families choosing to participate will see 50 cents of the cost of each meal going to support a subsidy. Those students who do 
not have reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable and nutritious food will be able to access full and partial subsidies with-
out stigma.”  

Thursday, February 7 will be the last day of our  cur rent lunch program. Stay tuned for  more information about 
the new program, an upcoming parent information session as well as a food-tasting opportunity. For more details, please 
read the New Westminster Schools School Nourishment Program article posted to the District webpage:  

 https://newwestschools.ca/new-for-2019-were-launching-a-ground-breaking-district-wide-school-food-program/ 

 
Upcoming PAC Pizza Days: 
   

 Friday,  January 25 
Friday, February 15 

Friday, March 15 
 

  2 slices of pizza for $5.00 
Drinks are $2 each 

 

Volunteers needed: 
 
If you are able to assist for an hour or so on our next Pizza Day (Friday, January 
25), please advise send an email with your contact information to:  

qmspac2013@gmail.com 

 

Breakfast Drop-In: 
 
Our Breakfast Drop-In is open at 8 a.m. for QMS & QE 
students who would like to start their day with a nutri-
tious breakfast. The cost is of breakfast is 50¢.    
 
Thank you to our community volunteers for providing 
this wonderful program to all of our students! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=parent+advisory+council+bc&view=detailv2&&id=3FCD7843A7FFE56A2B66C350B1A58E97DF3E85A0&selectedIndex=0&ccid=74Gu9Go%2f&simid=608041175681140586&thid=OIP.Mef81aef46a3f45175e9729a8331dc4dfo0
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Student Activities: 

 
Peer Pals:  
 
We are starting a new term for our Peer Pal Volunteers. We 
have 24 students in Grades 6 and 7 volunteering one lunch 
hour a week at QEE to support Positive Peer Interactions at 
play time. This allows QMS students to have a leadership 
opportunity and allows QEE students to make connections 
with QMS students. Training for the new team will be on 
Thursday, January 10th at Queenborough Community Cen-
ter.  
 
This program will run from January 13th until March 15th 
and then we will re-assess the program.  Thank you to 
Ms.Nasato, Mr, Manville and Ms. Lam for their support.   
 
If you have questions please contact Ms. Schweers, Mr. Ja-
wanda or Mrs. Amahdi.   
 

 

 

 
Kindness Club: 
 
The Kindness Club sponsored a successful sock drive 
in December. Thank you for helping us to collect al-
most 100 pairs of socks that were used to supplement 
Christmas Hampers. 
 
All Grade 5 students are invited to join the Kindness 
Club that meets every Wednesday at noon. See Mrs. 
Ahmadi if you have questions.   
 

 

  
PRIDE Club: 
 
The Pride Club sponsored a writing activity in December 
where we invited students and staff to write notes of support 
for all students especially for anyone feeling marginal-
ized and for those struggling with issues related to gender 
identity or sexual orientation. Those notes are now posted in 
our front hallway. It is the belief of our club members that all 
of us have a responsibility to ensure everyone feels wel-
comed at our school and we can accomplish this by having 
discussions about what that looks like and then working to 
create it. 
 
Thanks to all who participated in this opportunity to cele-
brate diversity and uniqueness within the Queensborough 
Middle School population. 
 
  
 
 

 
Grade 8 Boys’ Basketball: 
 
Our Grade 8 Boys’ Basketball season is 
bouncing along! We do need parent volun-
teer drivers for  our  away games. If we are shor t of 
drivers our away games must be cancelled. Thank you 
for your help. All parent drivers must provide a copy of 
their ICBC driving record to the school. Driving rec-
ords can be requested online:  
 

https://onlinebusiness.icbc.com/clio/ 

 
Schedule: 

 
Wednesday, January 9  Cariboo Hill 

Monday, January 14  Home Game 

Wednesday, January 16  Byrne Creek 

Monday, January 21  Home Game 

Wednesday, January 23  FRMS 

Monday, January 28  Home Game 

Wed., January 30   Home Game 

Wednesday, January 31  Burnaby South 

February 4-8   Playoffs 

 

Thank you to Mr. Rai and Ms. Weick for coaching our 
team this year.  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kindness&view=detailv2&&id=FA4B20846986F85C17ABFDB12240274BB2E509E3&selectedIndex=21&ccid=UPCe8MWI&simid=607996327638402780&thid=OIP.M50f09ef0c588065e6f52cc65a63cd5c4o0
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Grade 8 News: 

 
Pre-IB 9 Information Session: 
 
An information session for those considering the NWSS Pre-
IB 9/IB Program for their children will be held:  

Monday, January 14, 2019 
6:30 p.m. 

NWSS Library  

 

As this is a walk in session, no registration is required. Appli-
cation packages, including Teacher Referral forms, will be 
available for pick up at the information session and from Ms. 
Schweers at QMS on Tuesday, January 15.   

Students should indicate their interest in the NWSS Pre-IB 9 
program to Ms. Schweers no later than Thursday, January 17.  

Completed application packages and supporting documents are 
due on or before 2 p.m. on Monday, January 28.  

Applicants must provide two teacher references and are en-
couraged to provide referral forms to teachers as soon as they 
decide to apply. One should come from a Humanities (Socials, 
English, or French) teacher and one from a Science or Math 
teacher. The school will submit completed referral forms di-
rectly to NWSS. 

Entrance Testing will take place: 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Pearson Cafeteria @ NWSS 

 

Only those students who have submitted their application 
packages by 2 p.m. on Monday, January 28 will be invited to 
participate in testing. Students will be advised regarding their 
acceptance into the program by mail in early March.    

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Walton, IB 
Secretary, at (604) 517-6210 or Ms. Schweers, QMS Counsel-
lor, at sschweers@sd40.bc.ca. 

  

 

 
Information Session:  
 
NWSS Students and parents of students 
attending grade 9 beginning September 
2019 and current NWSS parents and students are 
invited to attend an information evening:   

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.  

Massey Theatre 

 
Grade 8 Discovery Day:  
 
Our three grade 8 classes will be attending the Grade 
8 Discovery Day at NWSS on: 

Wednesday, January 23, 2019   

This is a day where students will have hands-on 
experiences with the technology and apprenticeship 
electives offered by the high school.   

 

For a look at last year’s Discovery Day at NWSS, 
please visit: 

https://newwestschools.ca/all-hands-on-500-middle-
school-students-discover-the-trades/ 

 

   

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=international+baccalaureate&view=detailv2&&id=EDA5DACCE14B86FE094066E37C3FB192F993A57A&selectedIndex=3&ccid=BZs6lj5U&simid=608031520602128593&thid=OIP.M059b3a963e5445b0ec07c5f2f81ce268o0
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Registration Information for the 2019.2020 School Year 


