QMS Newsletter

Volume 3, Issue 8

May/June 2019

Queensborough Middle School
Important Dates
May 1

Vaisakhi Assembly
9:40 a.m. in the Gym

Important Dates
June 7

Last day to sign out Library books & materials

June 7

QE Grade 4 tours of QMS

June 14

Gr. 5 classes to Riverport Entertainment Complex

May 3

Football Game

May 8

Grade 6 Immunizations

May 10

Earthquake Drill

June 15

Queensborough Children’s Festival

May 10

Football Game

June 17

Grade 8 classes to Big Splash Water Park

May 15

PAC Meeting

June 19

QMS Sports Day

June 19

PAC AGM

May 16

Musical Chairs
June 21

Grade 6/7 classes to Playland

May 16

Home Football Game

June 24

Grade 8 Paddlewheeler Grad Cruise

May 17

Professional Day in Lieu
Students do not attend

June 25

VEX IQ Competition @ NWSS

May 20

Victoria Day Statutory Holiday

June 26

Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony

May 22

May Day

June 26

Grade 8 Grad Potluck lunch

May 24

PAC Pizza Day

June 27

Year End Assembly

May 24

Grade 5 Junior Achievement Market Day

May 28

June 27

New Westminster Public Library Summer
Reading Program Assemblies

Report cards home

June 27

May 29

Band/Choir Concert

Last day of school for students before
Summer Break Students dismissed at 3 p.m.

June 28

Administration Day

May 30

QMS PAC Parents’ Night Out

July 1

Canada Day Statutory Holiday

May 31

Grade 8s to NWSS for school tours

May 31

July 8

PAC Kernel’s Popcorn fundraiser

School office closed for Summer Break

August 26

June 1

School office open for new registrations

Last day to register for Queensborough Children’s Festival Entrepreneurial Marketplace

September 2

Labour Day Statutory Holiday

June 3

School-wide Storytelling Assembly: 9:15 a.m.

September 3

First day of school for students

June 6

Fire Drill

September 4

Regular day of school

Away Game West Vancouver

Away Game at Fraser River Middle School
6:30 p.m. in the Library
10:45 a.m. Gym

School closed

Grade 5 classes attending

7 p.m. in the Gym

Cst. Lau on Social Media

11 a.m.-2 p.m. Ryall Park

6:30 p.m. in the Library

9:15 a.m. Gym
11 a.m. MPR

9:15 a.m. in the Gym

Students do not attend
School office closed

Students attend for 1 hour (8:36-9:36 a.m.)
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A Fond Farewell and A Welcome:
Please join us in wishing Vice Principal John Lekakis all the best as he leaves QMS to join the staff
at New Westminster Secondary School as Vice Principal. Mr. Lekakis has spent two years at QMS
and has impacted students and staff in so many positive ways. You will be missed Mr. Lekakis and
we are happy that our students will have the opportunity to work with you again when they transition
to the high school in grade 9!
Mr. Randy Jaggernathsingh will be joining QMS as Vice Principal effective August 1. Mr. Jaggernathsingh
comes to us from New Westminster Secondary School where he has been Vice Principal for the past three
years. We look forward to welcoming him to our wonderful Queensborough community.

QMS Timetable Changes for 2019.2020:
Our school calendar for the 2019.2020 school year will be shared with all families shortly and posted to the QMS website by the end of May. We have adjusted our block schedule so that we can better meet the needs of our growing school
community. Start and dismissal times are not affected. Nutrition and lunch times will have earlier start times, but will
have the same duration (15 minutes for Nutrition Break; 50 minutes for lunch). We will continue with our reverse
lunch.
Proposed Bell Schedule for 2019.2020:
8:31 a.m.
Welcoming Bell
8:36 a.m.
Homeroom-attendance
8:40 a.m.
Block 1
9:25 a.m.
Block 2
10:10 a.m.
Nutrition Break
10:25 a.m.
Block 3
11:10 a.m.
Block 4
11:55 a.m.
Lunch Break (outside first; then inside to eat)
12:45 p.m.
Block 5
1:30 p.m.
Block 6
2:15 p.m.
Block 7
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Our Learning Focus - “Growth Mindset” Feedback:
QMS Learning Goal:
We believe that all students can achieve at high levels with effort, perseverance,
resilience and the right set of strategies. We hope to develop these skills in our students by ensuring that our classroom assessment practices:




provide specific and timely feedback to students (from teachers and peers)
provide students with opportunities to learn, develop and assesses their
strategies
give students multiple opportunities to show what they know

Grades Are Not Growth Mindset Friendly:
“Grades. (Ugh.) Let’s face it,
grades are not very growth mindset friendly. Think about some
recent conversations that you
have had with your children. Did
any of them center around grades on an assignment, test or
report card? Probably. Both kids and adults overemphasize
the importance of grades. Here’s what you need to remember: Grades suggest where your child is at one moment of
time in one particular subject in one particular skill or concept. Grades do not predict your child’s future, potential,
or possibilities. A “bad” grade is an opportunity to reflect,
regroup, and relearn. Redoing assignments and retaking
tests are all part of a growth mindset! Grades focus too
much on the final product, not the journey to get there.
One of the biggest issues with grades is that some students
work really, really hard for a B, C or D...and others don’t
work that hard for an A. A hard-working, persistent kid
who earns a C may feel more motivated that a kid who
receives an A without a whole lot of effort. Some students
are so busy trying to make the honor roll or get an A that
they can lose their love of learning...and we never want
that to happen! We want our children to be curious about
things and learn their entire life!
(This excerpt from pages 104-105 of “Nothing
You Can’t Do” by Mary Cay Ricci, 2018 was
adapted to address parents and guardians. In
the book, this excerpt speaks to students directly.)

Student Reflections:
What feedback means to me:
“Feedback can be tips to improve, a checklist or guide,
scores, grades and what to try to be even more successful
next time.”
“Feedback is something to grow your learning.”
“Feedback is constructive and is someone’s opinion
about how you can improve your work. It should be positive, but not sugar coated.”
“Feedback is a strong way to improve yourself because
you have multiple points of view from people. Constructive criticism is helpful and isn’t hard to put into action
and people get better results with the help of feedback.
People can also ask for feedback which is good too. It
can help you be more confident talking to others and
learning what others think.”
“Feedback lets me know what others think instead of my
own biased opinion.”

I like feedback best when:
“teachers check in personally with kids when they give
feedback.”
“it tells me what I did well so I can be proud and tells me
how to improve so that I still have a goal to accomplish.”
“it includes getting good strategies.”
“it is kind. Kind, positive feedback motivates me to try.”
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School Events and Reminders:
Mark your Calendars:
Fri., May 17

Pro-D Day in lieu

Mon., May 20

Victoria Day

Wed., June 26

Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony

Thurs., June 27

Last day of school for students

Students do not attend

Term two report cards were sent home on Thursday, March
14. If you have not done so already, please sign and return the
report card envelope to the school. The report card is yours to
keep. Thank you!

School closed

9:15 a.m. in the Gym
3:00 p.m. dismissal

Term 3 report cards sent home
Year End Assembly
9:15 a.m. in the Gym

Fri., June 28

Report cards:

Administration Day
Students do not attend

Moving Schools Next Year?
If you are moving to a new school or attending a
school out of district for September 2019, please notify
QMS as soon as possible as this helps us with planning
for next year. Please contact:
Lisa Nasato (lnasato@sd40.bc.ca)
or
John Lekakis (jlekakis@sd40.bc.ca)
or
The office (604) 517-6040

Helmets:
With the arrival of Spring more of our
students are riding their bikes, skateboards and scooters to school.
We ask for parents’ help in ensuring all children wear
an approved helmet. Thank you for helping to keep our
students safe.

May Day:
On Wednesday, May 22 our grade 5 classes
will be joining in the May Day festivities at
Queen’s Park. Kieu-Vy Nguyen and Nadir
Rishard are members of the Royal Suite and
will be representing Queen Elizabeth Elementary and
Queensborough Middle Schools. Thank you to our parents
volunteers who will be accompanying our grade 5 class to
May Day.

Sports Day:
Sports Day has been scheduled for Wed., June 19.
All are welcome to attend. In the past we have provided a barbecue hotdog lunch to students and family members who attend our Sports Day. Our PAC is looking into the
possibility of offering pizza at this year’s Sport Day in partnership with a local Queensborough Pizzeria. Stay tuned!
Thank you to our PAC and Breakfast Club volunteers for
their help in providing lunch to our students and their families. More information will be sent home closer to the day.
We hope you can come enjoy the fun!

QMS is a No-Idle Zone:
For those parents who drive to pick up their children after
school, please park in a legal parking stall and turn off your
vehicle while waiting for your child. Exhaust fumes fr om
idling vehicles are unpleasant and unhealthy for those waiting
outside the school. Thank you!
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School Events and Reminders:
Upcoming Field Trips:

Fuel Up Field Trip Lunches:

The end of school year field
trips are in the process of
being organized. Our field
trips are not possible without the support of parent
drivers and chaperones. When field trip information
and consent forms come home, please consider volunteering. Your support is appreciated by staff and students!

For those families with students participating in our Fuel Up
Lunch program, please be sure to order the Field Trip menu
item when your child has a field trip where they will be away
from school at lunch. A bag lunch will be provided on field
trip days and will consist of items that will not spoil.

Many thanks to our PAC for providing financial support for many of our fieldtrips.
A reminder that our school now offers school cash online
which allows you to pay for field trips straight from your
bank account. Information will be sent home with field trip
forms.

Parent Drivers:
If you are a driving on a field trip, please ensure you
have provided the school with:
 Volunteer form (filled out once a year)
 A copy of your driving record from ICBC
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/gettinglicensed/Pages/Your-driving-record.aspx

If you become aware of a field trip after placing an order,
changes can be made on-line before ordering deadlines:
Ordering Deadline:

For Service On:

Friday
Monday

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Thursday

Tuesday

Friday

Green Shirt Day:
On Monday, April 8, QMS staff and students wore
green shirts in honour of Green Shirt Day. Green
Shirt Day was held in honour of the Humboldt
Broncos’ bus crash victim, survivors, families, and
specifically, to honour the legacy of Logan Boulet
and to promote organ donation awareness.

Library Books:

Vaisakhi Assembly:

The last day to check out books from
the Library is Friday, June 7th.

Another successful Vaisakhi Assembly was
held on Wednesday, May 1. Many thanks to
Mr. Sangra, QMS Punjabi students and community supporters for their work in bringing this annual event
to QMS.

Musical Chairs:

Vaisakhi marks the New Year for people in India, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka. Vaisakhi comes from the word “Vaisakh”, the
first month of the Indian solar calendar. Vaisakhi symbolizes
renewal and prosperity. Traditionally, this was a time of celebrating the harvesting of crops. People wear brightly-coloured
clothing, sing lively songs, and take part in folk dances portraying scenes of sowing and harvesting crops through movement.

Our annual Musical Chairs competition will be held
Thursday, May 16 after r ecess. Funds r aised will
be donated to the Children’s Hospital Foundation.

Thank you to the community members who donated $500 to
support student learning for Punjabi students at QMS.
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School Events and Reminders:
Band and Choir Concert:

Breakfast Drop-In:

Under the direction of Anne Marie Milner, our Junior,
Beginning and Jazz band members have been working
hard preparing for our second evening performance of the
year. Please join us for an evening of music on:

All QMS & QE students are invited to eat their breakfast
in the Foods Room each school day beginning at 8 a.m.
The cost of breakfast is 50 cents and students can pay on
those mornings they participate. Students may also prepay for upcoming days if they wish. All students are welcome!

Wednesday, May 29
QMS Gym
7 p.m.

For those students wishing to join or continue on in Band
next year, stay tuned for more information. We will send
an email home to all of our families of students in grades
5, 6 & 7 once registration for next year’s band is open.

Strawberry Waffle Fridays began
the first week in May!
Our wonderful community volunteers are going above and
beyond by offering Strawberry Waffles with whipped
cream on Fridays commencing Friday, May 3 through to
the end of the school year. The cost...only 50 cents! Encourage your child(ren) to join us for a sweet start to the
day on Fridays.

Panorama Photo:

Fuel Up Lunch Program:

For those wishing to order their own copy of QMS’ Panorama Photo, please order online at:

Please note our new ordering deadlines:

www.lifetouchportraits.ca
Enter the guest password:
queensborough
Photo(s) will be mailed directly to your house. A $4.95
shipping and handling fee will be applied to each order.
Sincerely,
Lifetouch National School Studios

Ordering Deadline:

For Service On:

Friday
Monday

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Thursday

Tuesday

Friday

To participate in our new lunch program, please visit the
Fuel Up! website for more information and instructions:
https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/
overview/

To create an account, you will be prompted to provide a
campus code. The campus code for QMS is:
Queensborough.
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PAC News:
QMS Parent Advisory Council:

Pizza Day:

The next PAC meeting of the 2018-2019 school year is:

Our next Pizza Day is on:

Wednesday, May15
6:30 p.m.
QMS Library (2nd floor)

All parents and guardians are welcome! Please join us.
There are upcoming vacancies on the PAC Executive for
the 2019.2020 school year. Attend our May meeting for
information about positions available. The more the
merrier!

Friday, May 24
If you are able to help out for an hour or two, please
email:
qmspac2013@gmail.com

School Start School Supplies:
The PAC is pleased to offer families the convenience of
ordering next year’s school supplies from the comfort of
home. The school does encourage our students to reuse
school supplies left over from previous years. This
School Start offer is an optional PAC fundraiser.

Elections for the 2019.2020 school year will be held during
the PAC AGM on June 19, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in the
school library.

School Start order forms will be sent home with all students shortly. Forms have also been included with this
newsletter for your reference.

The PAC Executive is made up of four positions, President
(Chair), Vice-President (Co-Chair), Treasurer and Secretary.
The position of Secretary is open for the 2019-2020 school
year. More information will be emailed home shortly.

Families needing financial assistance with school supplies
can contact Principal Lisa Nasato (lnasato@sd40.bc.ca).

The PAC is involved in many kinds of activities to support
the advisory role under the School Act.

PAC Meeting Dates for 2019.2020:

Summary of some of the activities of the QMS PAC:








Promoting parent involvement in schools
Communicating with parents about school and district
Providing a forum for discussion of educational issues
Assisting parents and students in obtaining information and
communicating with the school and district
Advocating for students and parents and supporting local
advocacy projects
Organizing activities and events for students and parents
Providing financial support of the goals of the council, as
identified by the members

PAC Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of most
months commencing at 6:30 p.m. in the school Library. We
hope you are able to join us!

All parents and guardians are members of the PAC and
are welcome to attend our monthly meetings. Meetings
are held (except in rare instances) on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the QMS Library.
There are no meetings in December or March.
Please add these dates to your calendar:
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Wednesday, November 20, 2019
Wednesday, January 15, 2020
Wednesday, February 19, 2020
Wednesday, April 15, 2020
Wednesday, May 13, 2020
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 (AGM)
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Grade 8 News:
Mark your Calendars:
May 31 Tour of NWSS
June 17 Big SplashWater Par k

Grade 8 Paddlewheeler Cruise:
This highly anticipated annual event
for our grade 8 students will be held
on the evening of Monday, June 24.
More information will be sent home
closer to the date.

June 24 Paddlewheeler River boat Cr uise
June 26 Gr ade 8 Leaving Cer emony 9:15 a.m. Gym
June 26 Gr ade 8 Gr ad Potluck Lunch 11 a.m. MPR

Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony:

June 27 Yearend Assembly 9:15 a.m. Gym

Our grade 8 students will be crossing the
stage during our Leaving Ceremony on the
morning of Wed., June 26. Family and
friends are welcome to join us at 9:15 a.m. in the gym.

Tour of NWSS:

At the conclusion of the ceremony, there will be opportunities for photos and then our grade 8s will be treated to a
Potluck lunch (including a photobooth!) in the MPR.

Our grade 8 classes will be visiting
NWSS on

Friday, May 31, 2019
for a tour of the school. Parent chaperones are needed for
this trip. Field trip forms will be sent home shortly.

Grade 8 Grad Potluck:
To help celebrate their years at QMS and
next year’s move to high school, the parents
of our grade 8 students come together to organize a Pot
Luck lunch for the grads to enjoy at the conclusion of the
grade 8 Leaving Ceremony.
Each student is asked to contribute a food item to the table, and parent volunteers are needed to assist on the day
of the Pot Luck. If you are able to help, please email
michellepastro83@gmail.com.

More information will be sent home by email shortly.
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Student Activities:
Yearbook 2019

Queensborough’s Got Talent:

Our Yearbook is completed and was submitted to the publisher earlier this month. This means that Yearbook ordering is now closed. For those who did order, please keep
your receipt as this will be needed to pick up your yearbook in June.

Calling all talent from age of 5 to 17:

Many thanks to our yearbook crew for their hard work on
this year’s edition. A special thanks to Ms. Schweers and
Ms. Mannix for sponsoring this year’s club.

Come on out to the Children’s Festival and show your talent in front of friends and family. Whether it’s dancing,
singing, playing a musical instrument or performing stand
up comedy, we would love to have you perform!
All performances will be on the QCC bandstand. Performances can be from 2 to 7 minutes long. Solo and group
acts welcome to participate.
If you’re interested, contact the QCC at (604) 525-7388.

Calling All Entrepreneurs:

Pride Club:

The Queensborough Community Centre will be hosting its
annual Children’s Festival on:

In April, the Pride Club members explored
ideas to sponsor a booth at the Children's
Fair at Queensborough Community Center on Saturday,
June 15. We are considering making friendship bracelets
and/or sponsoring a game with prizes. Stay posted for
more information.

Saturday, June 15
11 a.m.- 2 p.m.
There will be a marketplace for budding young entreprenueurs where they can sell their self-produced goods.
Participants must be in grade 8 or below and
must register on or before Friday, June 1. See
the flyer included in this newsletter for more
details.

We are also exploring how to spend our Bake Sale Funds
(around $250) to make our school entrance welcoming to
all and particularly to students who feel they "do not fit".
Pride Club is focused on making every student find their
personal "fit" at Queensborough Middle.

Peer Pals:
Our third wave of Peer Pals have completed 3 hours of training and have begun volunteering at Queen Elizabeth Elementary for the third term. We have a mix of students, some who are new to the program and some who are returning
for a second or third term of volunteering. These 25 students will spend 1 lunch hour a week volunteering as a Peer Pal
(supporting by talking through a conflict) or Play Pal (leading games) with the students in Grades K - 4 at QEE. Thank
you to the following students for participating in the Peer Pal Program: Isara, Raven, Ryan, Joseph, Ky Anh, Joshua,
Tasmin, Joey, Luke, Markus, Sonya, Phina, Susanna, Alisha, Spencer, Isaac, Gunjot, Faliha, Angie, Tyler, Elijah,
Zeenat, Gurveer, Megan and Alina. Many thanks to Ms. Schweers, Ms. Ahmadi and Mr. Jawanda for training and supporting our peer pals.
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Student Activities:
Middle School Football:
The Football season at QMS is
coming to a close. The team’s
final game will be at home on
Thursday, May 16 after school.
Please join us and cheer on our
team!

QMS After School Drop-In:
Mondays & Wednesdays
3:00-5:30 p.m.
Fridays
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. & 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Gym and Multipurpose Room
for grade 6, 7 & 8 students
Be sure to check out the QMS Youth Services
Bulletin Board located outside the Foods Room
for more information on current activities.

Babysitter Training:
Please see the flyer included with this newsletter for information
about the Babysitter Training being offered through Community
Schools at QMS:
Babysitter Training (Grade 5-8)
QMS Library
Thursdays from 3-5 p.m.
May 30-June 20
Registration fee: $45
This is a popular program and fills up quickly. Register early to
avoid disappointment.

The school’s Code of Conduct is in place during
all Drop-In activities held at the school. Students
whose behaviour is not in keeping with QMS
expectations outlined in the Code of Conduct
will lose the privilege of attending Drop-in sessions at the school.

VEX IQ Competition:
A team of our QMS students are preparing for a
robotics competition at NWSS scheduled on:
Tuesday, June 25
Thank you to Ms. Seddon for sponsoring our
VEX IQ team.
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Community Schools:
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Queensborough Shoreline Cleanup:

12

Parks and Recreation:

Call for QMS
Entrepreneurs
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Community News & Programs:

14

Community News & Programs:
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School Start School Supplies:

Dear Parents/Guardians:
Your PAC at Queensborough Middle School is excited to offer the opportunity to purchase your school
supplies through School Start for the 2019/2020 school year. This process will save you both time and
money. We strongly encourage you to reuse your child’s school supplies as much as possible. This
offer is optional and is a QMS Fundraiser. Proceeds will support student activities and learning. If you are
unable to provide school supplies for your child, please let Principa l Lisa Nasato
(lnasato@sd40.bc.ca) know, and arrangements will be made to provide supplies.
There are a few simple steps to ensure your child will receive standardized brand name products (specified
by each teacher).
Your school is eligible to receive $5/kit back!
1. We will be sending you a specific grade level supply list order form.
2. This order form has a Starter Package (base package) as well as Additional Items Required. The
additional items have been requested by each teacher; they include items such as pencil cases,
sharpeners, and calculators. These products do not need to be purchased on a year to year basis if you
already have them.
3. There are two ways to place your order:
a) You can place your order online at www.schoolstart.ca. Visa & MasterCard are accepted.
Place your order online in May or June and you will automatically be
entered for a chance to win a $1000 cash draw!
When using e-commerce sites, please ensure your browser is
Internet Explorer 10.0 or later, Firefox or Chrome
b) You can also fill out the supplied order form, and return to your school with payment. Please make
cheques payable to: School Start. Order Form Deadline: is June 21, 2019.
4. Late orders will be accepted online until October 1, 2019 (a $5 late fee will be applied after August 1,
2019).
5. There are 2 delivery options:
Option #1: Deliver kit directly to your home (online order only). Here are the benefits for choosing Home
Delivery:
✔ You can pre-label your child’s supplies
✔ You can add supplies to your order for your child in another school
Option #2: The supplies will be packaged and delivered directly to the school in August before your child
arrives, labeled with his/her name on the School Start Package.

If you have any questions, please contact School Start:
info@schoolstart.ca
Ph: 1-800-580-1868 Fax: 1-800-580-1890
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School Start School Supplies (Grade 5):

17

School Start School Supplies (Grade 6 & 7):
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School Start School Supplies (Grade 8):
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