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Queensborough Middle School
Important Dates
January 6

School reopens after Winter Break

January 7

Peer Pal Training session at QCC

January 8

Discover New West Schools

January 13



6-8:30 p.m. Massey Theatre




Registration opens for In-Catchment students for the 2020.2021 school year
(registration closes Mar. 13)

Out-of-Catchment applications accepted
(registration closes Feb. 14)

Out-of-District applications accepted
(registration closes Feb. 14)

January 15

Grade 8 Course Selection visit from NWSS

January 15

PAC meeting

January 16

Emergency Drill:

January 16

District Band Festival

January 20

Late French Immersion online registration
opens (registration closes Feb. 14)

January 22

VEX IQ Competition @ FRMS

January 24

Pizza Day

January 28

“QMS Staff’s Got Talent” Show

January 28

Band Concert

January 30

Parents’ Night Out

6:30 p.m. Library

Fire Drill

5:15-8 p.m. Massey Theatre

Organized by the QMS PRIDE Club
7 p.m. QMS Gym

Managing Stress and Anxiety in Children & Youth
6:30-8:30 p.m. Justice Institute

February 4

Collaboration Day

Early Dismissal for students at 11:45 a.m.

February 12 Early Dismissal Day for Parent/Teacher/
&
Student Conferences
February 13 Early Dismissal AFTER LUNCH at 1:00 p.m.

Visit the Scholastic Book Fair open 1-6 p.m. both days

February 14 Professional Development Day
Students do not attend school

Happy New Year!
The first term at QMS was a busy and satisfying
one thanks to the efforts of our students, staff, families and community members.
This year’s musical, “Mary Poppins Jr.” showcased the collaborative talents of our hardworking students and staff. This year’s production did not disappoint...it was perfectly perfect in every way!
Our report cards were published on-line for the first time in December. As a school, we are working to use parent and student
friendly language when communicating student learning. Please
let us know how we’re doing.
Thank you to our staff, students, parents and community members
who collected donations for our School Hampers. Our leadership
students kicked off the drive in October through their “WE Scare
Hunger” food drive. With the support of the Guru Nanak’s Free
Kitchen, the Sikh Academy (Surrey), our Breakfast Club volunteers, and the StrongStart Program at QMS, we were able to donate boxes of food and toys to local families to ensure that everyone had a holiday season filled with “extras”. Thank you also to
the New Westminster Fire Department for their support of our
program. Our annual hamper drive is just one example of the
’Boro community working together to make a positive difference!
Term 2 is shaping up to be another busy one as we plan for our
annual Snow Day at Mount Seymour, and continue to work on our
schoolwide Applied Design Skills & Technology (ADST) projects. Stay tuned for updates in subsequent newsletters.
Wishing all our families the very best for 2020,
Lisa Nasato
Principal
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Our Learning Focus - Growth Mindset Feedback:
QMS Learning Goal for 2020.2021:
We believe that all students can achieve at high levels with effort, perseverance, resilience and the right set of strategies.
We will continue to develop these skills in our students by ensuring that our classroom assessment practices:




provide specific and timely feedback to students (from teachers and peers)
provide students with opportunities to learn, develop and assess their strategies
give students multiple opportunities to show what they know

Additionally for the 2019.2020 school year, we are exploring ways in which:



meaningfully and easily understood feedback is provided to students and parents
the school responds to and acts upon feedback received from students, parents and community partners

Growth Mindset and Feedback:
“Feedback is inform ation provided about any aspect of som eone’s behaviour, performance or understanding. It can be provided by anyone (eg a teacher) or anything (eg the
score you get in an online quiz). You can also generate your own feedback—eg when reflecting on a success and the possible reasons for it.
Focused feedback
Feedback is most effective when it focuses on something specific. This gives learners the opportunity to make a useful
change and provides them with the information needed to do this. Really good growth mindset feedback focuses on
things such as:


The relative levels of effort put into different aspects of the work.
Example: ‘You have put a high level of effort into the start of your work but this has then dropped. Next time,
try to keep your effort levels high from start to finish.’
 Suggestions about what to do next and why it might improve the work.
Example: ‘Have you considered including more examples in your work? These will improve your writing by
making your points clearer.’
 Questions which cause learners to reflect on what they have done and how they have done it.
Example: ‘What made you choose to approach the work in this way?’
 Identification of the thought processes employed and what these led to.
Example: ‘I can see from your working out that you have been practicing applying the formulae we learnt. This
is good; keep it up.’
 Challenges to do things differently or to do things which are more difficult.
Example: ‘How could you have made the task more challenging for yourself?’

(adapted from pgs. 61 & 70 “Growth Mindset Pocketbook” by Hymer, B & Gershon, M 2014)
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Planning Ahead:
Are You Moving Schools Next Year?

2020-2021 Registration Information:

Preparation is already underway
for the 2020-2021 school year.

Information regarding registration for the
2020-2021 school year has been posted to
the district website. A copy has been included at the end of the newsletter as well.

If you are moving and/or your child is attending a
different school in September 2020, please inform
the office or contact Lisa Nasato by email
(lnasato@sd40.bc.ca) as soon as possible. This
information will help with our planning for next year
and is much appreciated.

Discover New West Schools:
On Wednesday, January 8 explore the programs,
learning options and courses we have to offer our
students – from kindergarten to grade 12. Join us at
the Massey Theatre from 6 – 8:30 p.m. for our fir stever, district-wide Discover New Westminster
Schools event, showcasing ways to enrich your, or
your student’s, learning experience. Discover learning through Apprenticeships, Fine Arts or Technology Education. Explore options for French Immersion,
Robotics and Montessori. Learn about Indigenous
and Inclusive Education, our International Baccalaureate or Community Schools programs – and much
more!
Discover New West Schools
event
Wed., Jan. 8
Massey Theatre
6-8:30 p.m.
Attention: Parents of grade 8 students:
Current and new secondary parents/guardians and students
will be invited to grade level breakout sessions to learn
about course programming directly after the formal presentation in the Massey Theatre.
Attention: Parents of students interested in the Late
French Immersion (LFI) program for grade 6
There will be information regarding the French Immersion
program available during the “Discover New Westminster
Schools” event. The French Immersion Parent Information
Session originally scheduled for Tues., Jan. 7 has been
canceled and will be rescheduled … stay tuned for more
information.

https://newwestschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/JanuaryRegistration-Ad-2019-2020.pdf

Please note the following deadlines:

Out-of-Catchment applications: Fr iday, Febr uar y 14
Out-of-District applications: Fr iday, Febr uar y 14
Late French Immersion applications: Fr iday, Febr uar y 14
In-catchment registrations for new students: Fr iday, Mar ch 13

Late French Immersion Registration:
Applications for all Programs of Choice including Late French
Immersion, will be accepted online:
https://newwestschools.ca/registration/registrationinformation-forms/

Registration is open:
9:00 a.m., Monday, January 20, 2020
to
4:00 p.m., Friday, February 14, 2020.
Admission decisions may not be finalized before 3 p.m. on Fri.,
June 5, 2020.

For more information about the Late French Immersion program (LFI) which is offered at ÉGMS (grades 6-9), please:
1. visit the district website:

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/programs-of-choice/frenchimmersion/

2. Attend the “Discover New Westminster Schools” event on
the evening of Wed., Jan. 8 (6 p.m. @ Massey Theatre)
Please note that Jan. 7’s information session on the French Immersion Programs of Choice (EFI & LFI) has been canceled and
will be rescheduled.
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Winter Season Reminders:
Dress for the Weather:

Closure of Schools Due to Inclement Weather:

Note to Parents and Guardians:

In preparation for the possibility of severe weather conditions or other hazards, we are advising parents & guardians that announcements
regarding school closures will be made over CKNW and CBC radio
stations early enough in the day (usually before 6:30 a.m.), to give
parents time to arrange for their children to remain at home. Phone
calls and emails will also be made to those parents & guardians who
are part of our School Messenger Automated Calling System.

During recess and lunch, the students of QMS
play outside on the school grounds and adjacent park. Please speak with your child(ren)
about dressing appropriately for the weather.
Students will go outside most days, including
times when it is raining and snowing. Umbrellas, boots, coats, and even an extra pair of
pants are important to have available at school
for those “not-so-nice” days. It is important for
students to get outside and enjoy the fresh air...
rain, snow or shine.

Traffic Safety:
With icy winter road conditions, please take
extra care when dropping off and picking up
your child(ren). Drive slowly through the parking lot and be alert for students crossing to and
from the adjacent park.
Students are encouraged to dress for the weather and walk to and from school whenever possible. However, for those of you who do drive,
please respect the speed limit, traffic signs and
use appropriate parking spaces. Please be on
the look out for pedestrians near the school and
Community Centre. We want to ensure our
students and users of the Community Centre
arrive safely at their destinations.
Refrain from stopping in the roadway to wait
for your child(ren) as this creates a safety hazard for students and community members on
foot and blocks the flow of traffic. The New
Westminster Police will continue to monitor
the areas around our school to encourage safe
traffic habits.

Parents are encouraged to make advance alternate plans in the event
of an unexpected school closure.
New Westminster Schools will remain open, if at all possible, during
inclement weather including snowfalls. However, should a parent/
guardian choose to keep their child home on days when the school is
open, we ask that you call the school at:
(604) 517-6040
before 9 a.m. if possible. A message can
be left at anytime to report an absence.
Please ensure the school has current contact
information for parents/guardians and emergency contacts. Thank You!

Cold and Flu Season:
During cold and flu season it is especially important that students
learn about precautions that can help safeguard everyone’s health.
We ask for support from parents in teaching these concepts:
1.

Stay home when you are sick or have influenza symptoms.

2.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. If you are sick, keep your
distance from others to protect them from getting sick.

3.

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and
throw the tissue away immediately.

4.

Wash your hands & avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.

Please report your child(ren)’s absences to the school by calling the office at (604) 517-6040.
The phone line is available for messages 24/7.

QMS is a NO-IDLE Zone.
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Upcoming Events and Reminders:
Mark your Calendars:

Staff Changes:

Mon., Jan 6

School reopens after Winter Break

Tues., Feb. 4

Collaboration Day

Wed., Feb. 12

Parent-Teacher-Student Conference

Division 7:
Welcome to Astrid Hin Wong who will be taking over
teaching duties in Division 7 from Angie Takhar
(Dhaliwal) who is currently on maternity leave as she
awaits the birth of her second child. Many thanks to
Rajpreet Dhillon for stepping in until Ms. Takhar’s
replacement was hired! Ms. Hin Wong can be reached
at ahinwong@sd40.bc.ca.

and

Thurs. Feb. 13

Early Dismissal @ 11:45
No FuelUp! Lunch Program

Early dismissal at 1:00 p.m. AFTER LUNCH

Fri., Feb. 14

Professional Development Day

Mon., Feb. 17

Family Day

Students do not attend

Counselling Practicum Student:
Welcome to Alanna Beaton who will be completing
her Counselling Practicum at QMS starting in January.
Here is a brief message from Ms. Beaton:

School closed

Yearbook 2020
Yearbook has completed their “Original
Art” Contest. There were 23 entries from
Grades 5 to 8, which were displayed in
the showcase during December. We applaud all 23 artists for sharing their talents. This year the art
work of Gunjot and Kisa will be featured in the 2020 Yearbook.
Thank you for supporting the Yearbook by making a purchase. If you have not yet purchased a book, please consider
doing so. Our goal is to sell 150 books and with your support
we will reach that goal. You can buy online at:
YBpay.lifetouch.ca
Our school ID number is 113980120
We have discovered there was a program glitch and a few
people were charged $35.00. The actual price of the book is
$25.00. Lifetouch is working to fix this problem and you
should see a $10.00 refund from Lifetouch on your credit card
statement. Contact Ms. Schweers if this does not happen.
Many thanks to our grade 8 yearbook crew and to Ms.
Schweers, Ms. Mannix and Ms. Madlambayan for their work
on this year’s edition.

“Hello families of Queensborough Middle School, my name
is Alanna Beaton. I am a teacher in the New Westminster
School District and am currently working towards obtaining
my Masters of Education in School Counselling through
City University. I will be working under the guidance
of Shirle Schweers on Tuesdays and I am happy to have the
opportunity to be working with some of the grade five students. Throughout my program I have begun to develop an
interest in art and play therapy and hope to implement some
of these aspects into my counselling sessions. I am looking
forward to getting to know the students, staff, and community of QMS and appreciate the opportunity to learn and
grow at this school.”

Report cards:
First term report cards were published
to the MyEdBC Parent portal on Fri., Dec. 13.

If you have not yet accessed your parent portal account
or are having difficulty doing so, please refer to the
trouble shooting tips that were emailed home during
the month of December. These tips have also been included in this newsletter.
If you are still unable to access your child’s report card
after trying the trouble shooting suggestions, email
queensborough@sd40.bc.ca. Be sure to provide your
child’s full name and grade as well as the email address you are using to access your parent portal.
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Upcoming Events and Reminders:
QMS Band Concert:

Attention Grade 7 Parents and Guardians:

Please join us as QMS’ Beginning and Junior
Bands showcase their talents:

FSA Booklets:

Tuesday, January 28
7 p.m. QMS Gym

First Annual District Band Festival:
This event will feature the advanced bands from Glenbrook, Fraser
River and Queensborough Middle Schools as well as the Senior
Concert Band from NWSS. Each band will perform 2 pieces onstage in Massey Theatre, and as a finale all students will perform a
mass-band piece together. Parents and community members are
welcome to attend to celebrate and witness the work of the district’s band students!
Thursday, January 16
6:30 p.m.
Massey Theatre

More information will be sent home shortly with our participating
band students.

The Follett Challenge:
Queensborough Middle School is in the
running to be considered one of the
most innovative schools and we need
your support to win! There’s $30,000
USD on the line, so keep reading to
learn how you can support our school.
Earlier this year, we entered the Follett Challenge, a program created by Follett to find and reward schools for their work applying
technology, content and creativity in ways that engage students,
foster literacy and promote critical thinking. As part of the competition, we created a short video about what makes our program
unique.
Please support us by viewing our video and voting for our submission at www.follettchallenge.com at the following link: https://
follettchallenge.com/videos/1332. Twenty per cent of our total
score is based on how well we spread the word about our video
and earn votes! You can cast one vote per day January 20 – 24,
2020, so be sure to visit often!

Our grade 7 students completed the Foundation
Skills Assessment this October and November.
Marked booklets and results will be sent home by
the end of January.
MDI:
During the months of January & February, grade
7 students will be participating in the Middle
Years Development Instrument (MDI) by completing an online survey. An email and letter regarding the MDI was sent home to all families of
grade 7 students on December 2.
The survey is part of a study led by researchers at
the Human Early Learning Partnership at the
University of British Columbia. The purpose of
the study is to better understand and measure areas of middle child development that contribute to
children’s well-being, health and school success
by asking children themselves about their
thoughts, feelings, and experiences in school and
in the community. Researchers, schools, and governments use the study results to plan programs
and services for children.
For more information about the MDI, please visit:
www.earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi

Scholastic Book Fair:
QMS Library will host a book fair on:
February 12th and 13th
1-6 p.m.

Students will be able to preview the book fair on
February 11th and purchase books on the 12th
and 13th. All purchases benefit the QMS Library.
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Upcoming Events and Reminders:
Parents’ Night Out:
Managing Stress and Anxiety in Children and Youth
January 30, 2020
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Justice Institute of British Columbia

This event is free for parents and guardians of New Westminster school-aged children. Keynote speaker, Dr. Linda
Uyeda, will talk about child and youth mental health. For
more information and to register, see the flyer included in
this newsletter.

Upcoming PAC Pizza Day:
Friday, January 24

2 slices of pizza for $5.00
Drinks are $2 each
We need parent volunteers to assist for an
hour or two on pizza days. If you are able to help on January
24, please email:
qmspac2013@gmail.com

FuelUp! Online Lunch Program:

Breakfast Club Drop-In:

Parents can order lunches online at:

Our Foods Room is open at 8 a.m. for
QMS & QE students who would like to
start their day with a nutritious breakfast.
The cost is of breakfast is 50¢. Students can prepay for
their breakfasts if they wish.

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/onlineordering/

where you are able to see the January menu.

Thank you to our community volunteers for providing
this wonderful program to all of our students!

If you are a first time user you can register your child at:

Students participating in the Breakfast Program are asked
to plan ahead to allow sufficient time to eat breakfast so
that they are in class at 8:40 a.m. sharp!

https://readymaid.ahotlunch.ca/p/register

Our school campus code is Queensborough.

Beauty and the Beast:
NWSS Musical Theatre Program presents:
Beauty and the Beast
February 26-29
Massey Theatre
Tickets are available at www.masseytheatre.com.

Subsidies can be requested at:

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/
subsidies/
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Student Activities:
Peer Pals:

IBM Canada’s STEAM Camp:

Our Peer Pal Program will start in January. We are pleased
to announce the following Grade 6 and 7 students have volunteered to work for one lunch hour per week:

On February 21, 2020, Coquitlam School District will
be hosting a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math) Camp for girls in grade 6 & 7. The
objective of the camp is to enlighten young girls about
the variety of jobs available in many high tech areas.

Zafar, Aarib, Raelynn, Isara, Jayden, Gavin, Daman, Rohan,
Mannat, Justina, Saige, Miljerrie, Arsh, Brandon, Riya, Kaitlyn, Asha, Raiah, Harkirat, Khalid, Jaskaranjit and Matthew.
Training has been scheduled at QCC for Tuesday, January
7th. Peer Pals will work on the QMS grounds at noon to
support the Grade 5 students to resolve any differences
about rules for games such as four-square or soccer. They
will also model and support having an inclusive playground
where every student finds a group to join at noon hour.

Students from New Westminster Middle Schools have
been invited to participate this year! Space is limited
and those students interested in attending the camp
have met with Ms. Seddon, QMS’ Teacher Librarian.

Mt Seymour Snow Day:
Our annual school wide trip to Mt. Seymour has been
booked for Wednesday, March 4. Field trip consent
forms and information will be sent home shortly. Thank
you to the PAC for their generous support of this field
trip. Student costs are as follows:

PRIDE Club:
We ended the 2019 year by celebrating our building of a relationship with our neighbors (The Diversity Club at QEE)
with a Warm Hearted Waffle breakfast. Now we are busy
planning our next activity.
Our PRIDE Club is challenging all staff to “Be Themselves”
and share their passion or talent at noon hour with our student body. The idea is to have staff model that everyone can
“Be Themselves” and find a support group that appreciates
their uniqueness. All staff have been invited to participate in
this event during the last week of January.

Skiing/Snowboarding:
Snowshoeing/Tobogganing:

$58.00
$35.00

We ask that parents/guardians ensure their children are
prepared for the day with appropriate clothing:







Waterproof jacket and pants
Insulating layers of clothing (such as a fleece sweatshirt
and sweatpants)
Waterproof gloves
Long, warm socks
Goggles and/or sunglasses
Winter boots

We do need parent volunteers to accompany us. If you
are able to join us for the day, please let your child’s
teacher know.
Students must pack a nutritious snack and lunch for the day.
There will be no FuelUp! Lunch program provided on March 4.

VEX IQ Competition:
Our VEX IQ teams have been hard at work this year. This year, we've welcomed the Grade 5 students
to participate in the New Westminster competitions. This year the competition asks students to design robots that will
work collaboratively to stack cubes and collect balls within a set amount of time. We're excited to see how we do!
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Grade 8 News:
Grade 8 Course Selection:
On the morning of January 15, the
grade 9 Vice Principal and
Counsellor from NWSS will be attending
QMS to work with our grade 8 students on
selecting their courses for the 2020/2021
school year.

“Discover New Westminster Schools”
Course Programing Breakout Session:
Wednesday, January 8, 2019
6 p.m.
Massey Theatre

On Wednesday, January 8th starting at 6 pm in the Massey Theatre,
New Westminster School District will be hosting ‘Discover New
Westminster Schools’ evening event. This event is for K-12 parents,
students and community members to learn more about the fantastic
programs and diverse opportunities available for students in our District.
This evening will begin with a formal presentation in the Massey Theatre for all participants. Current and new secondary parents/guardians
and students will be invited to grade level breakout sessions to
learn about course programming directly after the formal presentation in the Massey Theatre. Following the cour se pr ogr amming,
participants will be invited to the Massey large gym to learn more
about specific programs, initiatives and opportunities by touring table
booths set up by a variety of staff and students in our district.

PAC News:
Thank you:

QMS Parent Advisory Council:

The PAC would like to express a heartfelt
thank you to the school community for
making this year’s Winter Raffle Fundraiser a huge success. Staff, parents and students’ efforts are very much appreciated!

The next PAC meeting of the 2019-2020 school year is:

All funds raised support student learning and activities.

Wednesday, January 15
6:30 p.m.
QMS Library (2nd floor)

All parents and guardians are welcome!

Volunteers needed:
If you are able to assist for an hour or so on our next Pizza
Day (Fri., Jan. 24), or for the Scholastic Book Fair (Feb. 12
& 13), please send an email with your contact information
to:
qmspac2013@gmail.com
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Registration Information for the 2020.2021 School Year
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Parent Portal Trouble Shooting Tips:
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Parents’ Night Out
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NWSS Musical Theatre Program
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