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Queensborough Middle School
Important Dates

Important Dates
February 4

Collaboration Day

Early Dismissal for students at 11:45 a.m.
Lunch program not available

February 27

Emergency Drill:
Fire Drill

February 28

Pizza Day

March 4

Mount Seymour Snow Day

March 8

Daylight Savings Time begins

Early Dismissal for students at 1 p.m. AFTER LUNCH
Please visit our Scholastic Book Fair: 1-6 p.m. Library

March 10

Emergency Drill:

February 12
February 13

Scholastic Book Fair

March 12

Term 2 Report Cards published to MyEdBC
Parent Portal

February 13

May Day consent forms due by 9 a.m.

March 12

Dance Show

For those grade 5 students interested in running for the
Royal Suite

March 13

Last day of school before Spring Break

February 14

Professional Development Day

March 30

School reopens after Spring Break

February 14

Last day for Late French Immersion 6, Out-ofCatchment & Out-of-District applications

April 2

Emergency Drill:

February 17

Family Day

April 9

Professional Development Day in Lieu

February 19

Flight of the Hummingbird performance

April 10

Good Friday

February 19

PAC meeting

April 13

Easter Monday

April 13

Vaisakhi

February 4

May Day Royal Suite information home

February 7

Last day to hand in Snow Day field trip forms

February 12
February 13

Early Dismissal for Parent/Student/Teacher
Conferences

February 20

Grade 5 students only

Parent Volunteers needed
1 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Students do not attend

School Closed
2-3 p.m. Gym

6:30 p.m. Library
All parents & guardians welcome

Parent Volunteers needed

Set clocks ahead by one hour
Earthquake

Gym

Fire Drill

Students do not attend
School closed
School closed

Emergency Drills:
Shelter In Place
Hold & Secure
Lockdown

February 21

Student Symposium

February 21

IBM STEAM Camp

February 26

Pink Shirt Day

February 26

May Day Speeches (Royal Suite candidates)

Shadboldt Centre, Burnaby 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Coquitlam 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

11:10 a.m. QMS Gym
Gr. 3 & 4 students from QE and Gr. 5 students from
QMS attend
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Our Learning Focus - Growth Mindset Feedback:
Parent School Learning Plan
Surveys:

QMS Learning Goal for 2019.2020:
We believe that all students can achieve at high levels
with effort, perseverance, resilience and the right set of strategies. We will continue to develop these skills in our students by ensuring that our classroom assessment practices:




provide specific and timely feedback to students (from teachers and
peers)
provide students with opportunities to learn, develop and assess their
strategies
give students multiple opportunities to show what they know

Please provide us with feedback
on how we’re doing. Surveys will
be available during Student/
Parent/Teacher conferences in
February. A copy of the survey is
included below. Your input is
important!

Additionally for the 2019.2020 school year, we are exploring ways in which:



meaningfully and easily understood feedback is provided to students and
parents
the school responds to and acts upon feedback received from students,
parents and community partners

Parent Survey School Learning Plan 2019.2020 Term 2 Div. ______
Please help us with our School Learning Plan by completing the following:
1. My child is provided with specific and detailed feedback, including strategies to improve their
learning:
At no time

Few times

Many times

All of the time

Don’t know

2. My child is provided with time to improve their work and multiple opportunities to show their
understanding:
At no time

Few times

Many times

All of the time

Don’t know

3. How effectively does the school communicate information about its learning focus on feed
back to parents?
Very effectively

Effectively

Somewhat effectively

Not effectively at all

4. My child’s report card is easy to understand; I know how my child is doing and what they need
to work on to improve.
Strongly agree

Agree

Somewhat agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Do you have any other feedback for the school?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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Feedback in Action at QMS:
Feedback in Action at QMS: Music, ADST & the Design Process
This Fall every division participated in a school-wide ADST (Applied Design Skills and Technology) project in Music
class. Ms Milner, Ms Weick, and District Facilitators, Gary Pattern and Patricia Pain, worked together to integrate Music with ADST. The students set out to answer the question:
How can we manipulate materials to make sound?

Over several weeks, students learned about the First Peoples Principles of Learning. They explored, touched, and experimented with various instruments, learned how sound is created, and about the history of music. Early on, we invited an
Indigenous Artist in to explain and show how materials from the land are gathered and manipulated to make sound. The
students loved it! From there, the students worked through the design process, and built and tested prototypes for their
very own musical creations. They gave and received peer feedback, learning to be open to alternative perspectives and
to refine their designs.
Students are now at the building stage. This journey of inquiry has allowed QMS students to engage in their learning
through a hands-on experience to construct their own understanding and appreciation for musical instruments. The halls
are filling with music as our very proud students see their designs and prototypes transform into working instruments!
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Cold and Flu Season:
Cold and Flu Season:

Novel Coronavirus Update:

During cold and flu season it is especially important that students learn
about precautions that can help safeguard everyone’s health. We ask for
support from parents in teaching these concepts:

The B.C. Provincial Health Officer, Dr.
Bonnie Henry, announced on January 28
that the first case of novel coronavirus
has been confirmed in B.C. This was
communicated out to school districts and
independent schools in a special edition
of the Deputy Minister’s Bulletin sent on
January 28, 2020. This bulletin along
with January 30, 2020’s update have
been included in this newsletter and are
also available on the District website:

1.

Stay home when you are sick or have influenza symptoms.

2.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. If you are sick, keep your distance
from others to protect them from getting sick.

3.

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and throw
the tissue away immediately.

4.

Wash your hands & avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
Please report your child(ren)’s absences to the school by calling the
office at (604) 517-6040.
The phone line is available for messages 24/7.

https://newwestschools.ca/

Winter Weather:
Winter Weather Preparation:
Winter weather has arrived! Please support your child(ren) in dressing appropriately for
the weather. During Nutrition Break (recess) and lunch, the students play outside on the
school grounds and adjacent parks most days, including times when it is raining and
snowing. Umbrellas, boots, coats, and even an extra pair of pants are important to have
at school for those “not-so-nice” days. It is important for students to get outside and the
enjoy the fresh air...rain, snow or shine.

Closure of Schools Due to Inclement Weather:
In preparation for the possibility of severe weather conditions or other hazards, we are advising parents & guardians that
announcements regarding school closures will be made over CKNW and CBC radio stations early enough in the day
(usually before 6:30 a.m.), to give parents time to arrange for their children to remain at home. Phone calls and emails
will also be made to those parents & guardians who are part of our School Messenger Automated Calling System.

Parents are encouraged to make advance alternate plans in the event of an unexpected school closure.
New Westminster Schools will remain open, if at all possible, during inclement weather including snowfalls. However,
should a parent/guardian choose to keep their child home on days when the school is open, we ask that you call the
school at:
(604) 517-6040
before 9 a.m. if possible. A message can be left at anytime to report an absence.
Please ensure the school has current contact information for parents/guardians and emergency contacts.
Thank You!
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Planning Ahead for Next Year:
Moving Schools or Districts Next Year?
Our school is in the process of preparing for the next school year. To assist us in enrollment
projections, it is important that parents let us know if students are NOT returning to our
schools next year, moving to another school district or moving to another catchment school
within our district. Please complete the “Students not Returning Declaration” which can be
found on the district website: https://newwestschools.ca/registration/registration-information-forms/ We will
also have these forms available at the school office.
This form does not need to be completed by all parents. It is only for students who are:

Moving to another school, or moving out of district at the end of the school year

Transitioning from elementary to middle school or middle to high school AND moving out of the catchment
of their current middle school or the high school over the summer
This form is NOT for students who are:

Applying for a program of choice within our district

Transitioning from elementary to middle school or middle to high school but will be attending their
catchment school (eg. “In District” QMS students transitioning to the high school)
If you do not currently know which school your student(s) will be attending next year your child(ren) will remain registered in our school until you provide that information. Please visit our district website https://newwestschools.ca/
registration/registration-information-forms/ for further information on district registration processes.
Completed forms can be returned to the QMS office to the attention of Lisa Nasato, Principal.

Registration for the 2020.2021 School Year:
Registration for the 2020.2021 school year closes:
Out-of-District*
Out-of-Catchment*
Late French Immersion*
In-Catchment

Fri., February 14
Fri., February 14
Fri., February 14
Fri., March 13

For more information visit:
https://newwestschools.ca/registration/registration-information-forms/
*Admission decisions may not be made before
Friday, June 5.
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Upcoming Events and Reminders:
Mark your Calendars:
Tues., Feb. 4

Collaboration Day

Wed., Feb. 12
Thurs., Feb. 13

Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences

Fri., Feb. 14

Professional Development Day

Mon., Feb. 17

Family Day Statutory Holiday

Fri., Mar. 13

Last day of school before Spring Break

Mon., Mar. 30

School reopens after Spring Break

Early Dismissal for students @ 11:45 a.m.
No Lunch Program

Early Dismissal for students @ 1 p.m. AFTER LUNCH
Please visit our Scholastic Book Fair in the Library
open from 1-6 on Wed. & Thursday

Daylight Savings Time:
Don’t forget to set your clocks forward one hour
on Sunday, March 8!

Staff Updates:


Students do not attend



School closed

Regular school day



Regular school day



Welcome to Mackenzie Stevens who is teaching Physical Education and Leadership while
Sukh Rai is on leave.
Welcome to custodian Chris Jones who has
recently joined our staff. A fond farewell to
custodian Arnel Tapon and many thanks for
his work keeping QMS clean over the past
year!
SFU student teacher, Carole Cooledge, is
completing her practicum in Div. 1 with Athanasia Ventouras, and will be working with
students in our grade 7/8 and 8 classes for the
next few weeks.
Congratulations to Angie Takhar (Dhaliwal)
and family on the birth of a baby boy, Jovan,
on January 27.

Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences:
Wednesday, February 12
Thursday, February 13
Students will be dismissed AFTER LUNCH at 1 p.m. on both
days. Please look for notices from your child(ren)’s teachers regarding February’s conferences. All students will be participating
in the conferences.

Report cards:
Second term report cards will be published to the
MyEdBC Parent Portal on Thursday, March 12. If you have difficulty accessing the portal, please send an email to:
queensborough@sd40.bc.ca and provide details regarding the difficulties you are experiencing (see trouble shooting tips included in
this newsletter before contacting the school).

Traffic Changes:
Commencing Monday, February 10
through to Monday, March 2, there will be no access to the Queensborough Community Centre
from Ewen Avenue while wor k is completed on
the Carter Street Construction project. During this
time access to the Community Centre and Ryall
Park will be via Salter Street. Parking will also be
impacted.
We anticipate higher volumes of traffic in front of
the school during construction. Please encourage
your child to walk to and from school, and review
road safety procedures with them. If you must
drive, please leave the roadway adjacent to the
school clear for pedestrians (including our staff
and students!) and patrons of the Community
Centre.
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Upcoming Events and Reminders:
MDI:

Student Learning Survey:
All New Westminster schools are participating in the Student Learning Survey (formerly
called the Satisfaction Survey). Our grade 7
students, their parents, and all of our staff will be invited to
complete a survey.

Our Grade 7 students recently participated in the Middle
Years Development Instrument (MDI) by completing an
online survey. An email and letter regarding the MDI
was sent home to all families of grade 7 students on December 2.

Students will complete their surveys at school. An email
will be sent home to all grade 7 families with information
on how to access the online parent survey once it is available. The survey is open until midnight on Thursday, April
3. Please contact Lisa Nasato at lnasato@sd40bc.ca or
Randy Jaggernathsingh at rjaggernathsingh@sd40.bc.ca if
you have any questions.

The survey is part of a study led by researchers at the
Human Early Learning Partnership at the University of
British Columbia. The purpose of the study is to better
understand and measure areas of middle child development that contribute to children’s well-being, health and
school success by asking children themselves about their
thoughts, feelings, and experiences in school and in the
community. Researchers, schools, and governments use
the study results to plan programs and services for children.

Scholastic Book Fair:

For more information about the MDI, please visit:

Did you miss the book fair in October? Or maybe there
was a book you wanted to read, and didn’t buy? Good
news! The book fair will be back on February 12 and 13
during student/teacher/parent conferences. Every book, pen
and bookmark sold helps QMS update and refresh the
books in the Library.
The book fair will accept cash, credit/debit cards, or
cheques.
We hope to see you there!
Book Fair Hours
Wed., Feb. 12 1-6 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 13 1-6 p.m.

www.earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi

Pink Shirt Day:
Wednesday, February 26 is Pink Shirt Day!
The motto for this year’s Pink Shirt Day is:
“LIFT EACH OTHER UP!”
(https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/)

Lost & Found:

This year, 8 of our students representing each grade level
will be participating in an informal discussion about bullying issues with members of the New Westminster Police Department. Highlights from the conversation will
be shared by video over the NWPD’s social media network on Pink Shirt Day.

Our Lost & Found is growing! Please encourage your
child(ren) to check the Lost & Found as many items,
mostly clothing, have been turned in. There are several
warm jackets that may be needed for our upcoming Snow
Day in March.

Plans are also in the works to bring
members of the NWSS Hyacks’ Football team to the school for a schoolwide presentation to “kick off “Pink
Shirt Day.

Parents are welcome to come in and check for lost items.
The Lost & Found bin is located across from the office.

At QMS, our PRIDE Club works hard to remind us all to
“Lift Each Other Up!” each and every day.
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Upcoming Events and Reminders:
Grade 8 Graduation Fundraisers:

Our Learning Commons (Library) News:

Our grade 8 students are planning for their end of year activities. An important part of this is fundraising and students are pitching their ideas to the PAC. Stay tuned for
fund raising activities such as:

Thank you to everyone who voted
for QMS in the Follett Challenge! We will find out the results
on March 23. Stay tuned!






Krispy Kreme donuts sales
Hot Chocolate sales
Escape Room experiences
Karaoke

All proceeds will support year end grade 8 graduation activities.

School Cash Online (SCOL):
QMS continues to offer School Cash Online (SCOL) as a
convenient means to provide online consent and also to pay
online for most field trips and fees. Thank you to those parents who have used SCOL to pay for March 4’s Snow Day.
To set up your SCOL account and explore the system,
please follow these instructions:
Step 1: Click on this link:
http://newwestschools.schoolcashonline.com\
Step 2: Register by selecting ‘Get Started Today’ and
following the steps provided.
Step 3: After you receive the confirmation email*, select the
‘click here’ button, log in and add your child(ren) to
your household account. (*note: You will have to agr ee to

accept the confirmation email or you will not receive it and won’t be
able to log on.”

For more information, go to:
https://queensboroughschool.ca/online-payment/

You will be notified as we add additional items that can be
paid for using this method.

QMS will hold a book fair on February 12th
and 13th during student-led conferences.
Students will have the opportunity to preview
the book fair on February 10th and 11th. The
book fair accepts cash, credit, debit, and
cheques.
On January 22nd, the VEX IQ Club traveled
to Fraser River Middle School to participate
in our annual competition. We didn’t win
this time, but the students were competitive
and never gave up.

Breakfast Club:
Our Breakfast Drop-In begins at 8 a.m.
for QMS & QE students who would like
to start their day with a nutritious breakfast. The cost of
breakfast is 50 cents.
Thank you to our community volunteers for providing
this wonderful program to all of our students!

Mount Seymour Snow Day:
Field trip forms for March 4’s
Snow Day are due to your
child’s teacher on Friday, February 7. Please use SCOL to
make your payment. We are
looking forward to our day up
the mountain.
Questions regarding Snow Day can be directed to your
child’s teacher. *This is a regular school day. Students NOT
attending Snow Day are expected to report to school as usual.
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PAC News:
QMS Parent Advisory Council:

Thank You!

The next PAC meeting of the 2019-2020 school year is:

Many thanks to the PAC for their generous and ongoing
support of the students and learning at Queensborough
Middle School. Some areas supported this year to date
include the Winter Production, athletic equipment,
classroom books, and field trips among others. Your
efforts are very much appreciated!

Wednesday, February 19
6:30 p.m. in the Library

All parents and guardians are welcome.
We hope to see you there!

Remaining PAC Meeting Dates:
The PAC meets in the Library at 6:30 p.m. the third
Wednesday of most months. The remaining meeting dates
for the 2018.2019 school year are:
Wednesday, February 19
No Meeting in March
Wednesday, April 15
Wednesday, May 13
Wednesday, June 17 (AGM)
All parents and guardians are welcome.
Please join us!

PAC Pizza Day:
Friday, February 28
2 slices of pizza for $5.00
If you are able to assist for an hour or so on our February 28 Pizza Day, please send an email with your contact information to:
gmspac2013@gmail.com
There will be no Pizza Day in March.

Volunteers needed for Book Fair:
If you are able to volunteer for an hour or two at the
school’s upcoming Book Fair on either February 12 or 13,
please send an email with your contact information and
availability to:
gmspac2013@gmail.com
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Student Activities:
Yearbook:

Pride Club:

The Yearbook Team is close to completing
the first half of the Yearbook. We will start
working on the last 30 pages in February. The Yearbook is a
compilation of pictures of day-to-day routines and special
events at QMS. Our theme is “Going Viral” and each class
has explained what that means to them. Those explanations
are one way their unique grouping is reflected on their class
page.

In January, the PRIDE Club sponsored a Staff Talent
Show. Our club members invited all staff members to
model some of the qualities of successful learners: taking risks, being “less-than-perfect” but willing to try,
having fun while sharing their knowledge/passions. We
had more than 12 staff members spend their lunch hour
performing for an audience of over 150 students. There
was singing. There were multiple musical instruments
played. There was a demonstration of masterful Yo-Yo
skills and a choreographed dance that included skipping. The audience cheered loudly as staff members
entertained them and everyone left the gym with a smile
on their face! Thank you to the staff that performed, to
the PRIDE students who sponsored this event and to the
audience who supported this fundraiser. We collected
$48.75 that will be donated to a local charity. An extra
big thanks to Ryan and Olivia who wrote a script as the
emcees and a big thanks to Luke for setting up the PA
system for the performers.

We must sell 150 Yearbooks to pay our bills. Currently, we
are only half way to that goal. We are sponsoring a contest
where the class that buys 20 or more books by March 8th will
be awarded a pizza or ice cream party and there will be a
draw for 1 free Yearbook. Please consider buying a book online at
YBpay.lifetouch.ca
School ID number is 113980120
Cost per book is $25.00

Band Concert:
Congratulations to Ms. Milner and the
members of the Junior and Beginning
Bands who treated parents to an evening
filled with music on January 30. It is amazing to see and listen to the progress these groups of musicians have made
since the start of the year!
Information will be sent home in the coming months for
those students interested in continuing on or joining band
next year.

Garage Band:
"Garage Band" Music Production Club will
be starting up Mondays at lunch in the Library with Ms. Dowdell. This club is for any students interested in learning how to make music, create beats, and write
their own songs. Garage Band is an amazing application, free
on any Apple device, that allows students to create their own
music. If students are able and willing, they are encouraged to bring their own Apple devices as well. All levels and
musical interests are welcome!

Peer Pals:
Our Peer Pal program is in Week 5
and the sponsors (Ms. Schweers,
Ms. Gill, Ms. Weinkam and Ms. Beaton) are very impressed with the dedication of this team of 22 students
who show up weekly to volunteer during their lunch
hour. There have been some very interesting conversations about how the Peer Pals support students to problem solve when differences arise. Clearly, this group
has taken their training and their volunteering very seriously.
In mid-February we will invite students to fill in an application if they wish to be a Peer Pal in Term 3
(April – June). We will be accepting applications from
any student in grades 6 or 7 who wishes to volunteer as
a Playground Peer Pal once a week.
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Parent Portal Trouble Shooting Tips:
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Novel Coronavirus Update of January 28, 2020:
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Novel Coronoavirus Update of January 30, 2020:
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Community Opportunities:
New Westminster Soccer Club 2020 Spring Break Camp:
NWSC will be offering our first ever Spring Break Soccer Camp! The camp will include position specific and goalkeeper training along with arts & crafts activities and a mini-world cup! The entire week will be overseen by our certified NWSC staff and UFV Women’s Soccer team members!
Dates: Mar ch 23-27, 2020
Time: 9am – 12pm
Age/Gender: All U6 – U12 (Birth Years 2014 – 2008)
Location: Queensbor ough Middle School: 833 Salter Str eet, New Westminster
Cost: $125.00 per player (includes t-shirt)

Under the Rainbow Family Weekend:
“The Massey Theatre is celebrating diverse families

with a variety of presentations for young and old
alike on Feb. 14 & 15th during the Family Day
Weekend. The programming includes three dynamic events: a fabulous iconic film, The Wizard of
Oz; a contemporary Indigenous opera created with
young ones in mind, The Flight of the Hummingbird, and a multigenerational queer family performance, Parents are a Drag.
These performances celebrate families in all forms.
No matter your background or family make up, who
you love or where you come from, we're celebrating
you this Family Day weekend. Come join us! “
For more information:
https://mailchi.mp/masseytheatre.com/celebratefamily-day-underthe-rainbow-at-massey-theatre?e=695faa3577)
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Parents’ Night Out:
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Traffic Changes Around QMS & QCC:
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