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QMS Newsletter 
Q u e e n sb o ro u g h  M i d d l e  S c h o o l    

November 2020 

Volume 5, Issue 3 

Important Dates 

November 1 Daylight Savings Time ends (Fall Back) 

November 2 Fruit & Veggie Delivery to classes 

November 3 Poppy Campaign Collection begins 

November 5 Lockdown Drill 

November 10 Remembrance Day Assembly  
11 a.m.  MS Teams 

November 11 Remembrance Day statutory holiday 
School closed 

November 18 PAC meeting 
6:30 p.m. MS Teams 

November 19 Earthquake Drill 

November 23 Grade 8 Hoodie orders & payment due 

November 30 Professional Development Day 
Students do not attend 

December 7 Fruit & Veggie Delivery to classes 

December 11 Term 1 Report Cards published to MyEdBC 

December 18 Deadline to purchase Yearbooks 

December 18 Last day of school before Winter Break 

January 4 School reopens after Winter Break 

 

Quick Reference: 
 
 

 Important Dates    pg. 1 

 Daily Health Check    pg. 2 

 Be Prepared/Safety First   pg. 3   
 Upcoming Events and Reminders  pg. 4-6 

 Student Activities    pg. 7-8 

 Communicating Student Learning update pg. 9   

 

Acknowledging Traditional Territory:  
 
The New Westminster School District recognizes and 
acknowledges the Qayqayt First Nation, as well as all 
Coast Salish peoples, on whose traditional and unceded 
territories we live, we learn, we play and we do our work.  

 
Principal’s Message: 
 
It is hard to believe that it’s November already and that the 
end of our first term of the 2020-2021 school year is almost 
here. After our first virtual Three Way Conferences last 
month, teachers will soon be turning their attention to com-
municating student learning. Term 1 report cards will be 
published to the MyEdBC Parent portal on December 11. 
 
While we continue to adjust to our “new normal” at QMS, 
staff and students have put their thinking caps on to make 
changes to past activities so that they meet our current 
Health and Safety protocols. As a result, our Yearbook 
Club is up and running, the Rainbow Alliance Club is 
ready to begin its second project of the school year, our 
Band program has begun, and our Terry Fox QMS Chal-
lenge and Scholastic Book Fair were both resounding suc-
cesses!  
 

Planning is currently underway for next week’s Remem-
brance Day school-wide assembly. Our assembly will be 
virutal … classes will watch live-streamed and pre-
recorded contributions from many of our QMS classes. To-
gether, on November 10 at 11:00 a.m., we will remember 
the sacrifices made by members of Canada’s military in 
times of war and peace. We will take the time to reflect 
upon and remember what others have done for us and be 
grateful. 
 
Lest we forget, 
Lisa Nasato 



 2 

Daily Health Check:  MUST BE COMPLETED EACH DAY! 
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Be Prepared/Safety First 

 

Traffic Safety:  
 
With the dark and rainy season comes an increased 
number of vehicles dropping off and picking up 
students. All students are encouraged to dress for 
the weather, and walk to and from school whenever possible. 
However, for those of you who do drive, please respect the speed 
limit, traffic signs and use appropriate parking spaces. Please be on 
the look out for pedestrians near the school and Community Cen-
tre. We want to ensure our students and users of the Community 
Centre  arrive safely at their destinations. 
 
QMS is an Idle Free Zone: 
 
If you pick up your child(ren) by car, please turn 
off your engine while you wait. Be sure you are 
parked legally and not blocking the road and 
crosswalk. Thank you for  your  consideration of 
our students and other members of the community. 

 
Closure of Schools Due to Inclement 
Weather or Other Hazards: 
 
As Winter is fast approaching, we would like to 
remind parents and guardians of the following:   
 
 The District will endeavor to keep all schools open provided 

that safety can be ensured for students and staff. 
 Should schools be closed, announcements will be made over 

CKNW and CBC radio stations early enough in the day 
(usually before 6:30 a.m.) to allow parents to have students 
remain at home. Phone calls & emails will also be made to 
parents who are part of our School Messenger Automated 
Calling System. 

 If the school is open, but a parent/guardian feels that a child 
cannot travel safely to school, then they should make alternate 
arrangements for their child. In these instances, we ask that 
you call the school at (604) 517-6040 to report your child’s 
absence. A message can be left at anytime to report any ab-
sence.  

 Parents are encouraged to make advance alternate plans in the 
event of an unexpected school closure. 

 
Please ensure the school has current contact information for 
parents/guardians and emergency contacts.  Thank you! 

 

Student Safety to and from School: 
 
Be Aware of Your Surroundings: 
Pay attention when walking to and from school. 
Watch out for moving vehicles at driveways, 
back lanes and parking lots. If you are listening 
to music, remove an ear piece before crossing the 
street or walking in less populated areas. 
 
Team Up:  
It is safer and more fun to 
walk to school with family 
or friends. If something unu-
sual happens on your way 
to or from school, report 
the incident immediately to 
an adult you know and 
trust. 
 
Wear a Helmet: 
Always wear an approved helmet when riding a 
bike, skateboard or scooter. Students who do not 
wish to wear a helmet are asked to leave their 
bikes, skateboards and scooters at home. 

 

Food for Class Events and Birthday Cele-
brations: 
 
Due to food allergies and  
reactions and COVID 19,  
students and staff are not  
sharing food. We are asking that 
no food be sent to school to be 
shared with others.  For those 
families wishing to recognize 
their child’s birthday, consider a 
way to honour your child’s birthday with a ges-
ture that does not involve food, such as donating 
a book to the school or classroom library.  
 
We are also asking that students arrive at school 
each day with a packed lunch, filled water bottle 
and nutritious snacks. At this time, we ask that 
lunches NOT be dropped off at the office. Thank 
you for your understanding and support. 
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Upcoming Events and Reminders: 

 
Mark your Calendars:  
 
     
Tues., Nov. 10  Remembrance Day Assembly 
    MS Teams 
 
Wed., Nov. 11  Remembrance Day 
   School closed 
                  
Mon., Nov. 30  Professional Development Day  
   Students do not attend 

 
Remembrance Day: 
 
Poppy Campaign: 
The Royal Canadian Legion Branch #2 provides poppies 
for all our staff and students, and is collecting cash dona-
tions for the 2020 Poppy Campaign. Poppies will be dis-
tributed on Friday, November 10 prior to our virtual Re-
membrance Day Assembly. 
 
Any donations will be gratefully accepted and can be sent 
to school with your child(ren) beginning November 3. 
Thank you for your support! 
  
Remembrance Day Assembly: 
On Wednesday, November 10 at 11 a.m., 
we will be holding a virtual school wide 
assembly to take time to reflect upon and 
remember the sacrifices made by  
members of Canada’s military in times of 
war and peace.   

  
Yearbooks On Sale Now: 
 
Our Yearbook is currently under 
production and can be ordered for 
$25 on-line now: 
 

ybpay.lifetouch.ca 
Enter Yearbook ID: 13411621 
  

We must sell a minimum of 50 books by Winter Break so 
please order early to avoid cancellation of this year’s Year-
book. 
 
  
 
  

 
Dress for the Weather: 
 
Note to Parents and Guardians: 
 
During activity breaks and lunch, the 
students of QMS play outside on the 
school grounds and adjacent park.  
Please speak with your child(ren) about 
dressing appropriately for the weather.  
Students will go outside most days, in-
cluding times when it is raining. Umbrel-
las, boots, coats, etc. are important to 
have available at school for those “not-so
-nice” days.  It is important for students 
to get outside and enjoy the fresh air  … 

rain or shine 

 
Please be advised that students play in the adjacent 
park at recess and lunch. 

 

Contacting Your Child During the School Day: 
 
If you need to reach your child(ren) during the school day, 
we request that you do not call or text their cell phone as 
this is disruptive to the learning environment (and students’ 
phones are most likely secured in their lockers). Instead, 
please call the school office if you must reach your child
(ren) during the school day. Likewise, 
students must attend the office to contact 
parents. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation. 
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Upcoming Events and Reminders: 

 
Hampers 2020: 
 
Every year at Christmas, it is our privilege to support 
some families in our community with donations of food 
and toys. This year, we want to continue this tradition 
and, as in the past, need support from our extended com-
munity. The “Hunger for Hallowe’en” Food Drive did 
not happen this year and we are not sure if the Guru Na-
nak Free Kitchen and Sikh School will be donating toys 
to our hamper drive as they have in past years.  
 
So, the Rainbow Alliance Club will be inviting all fami-
lies to donate food or toys if possible. Collection boxes 
will be available in the front hallway starting on Decem-
ber 1. Closer to that date, we will be posting and sharing 
a  list of needed food items...please watch for it. We hope 
to collect toys for children between the ages of 4 and 13 
years. If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Na-
sato (lnasato@sd40.bc.ca) or Shirle Schweers 
(sschweers@sd40.bc.ca). 
 
Thank you for your help in brightening the holidays for 
some of our QMS families. 
 
 
  
 

 

FuelUp! Online Lunch Program:  
 

Parents can order lunches online at:   
https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/online-

ordering/  

where you are able to see the November menu.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are a first time user you can register your child at: 

https://readymaid.ahotlunch.ca/p/register   

 
Our school campus code is Queensborough.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subsidies can be requested at:  
 

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/
subsidies/  

 

November PAC Meeting:  
 
 

Wednesday, November 18 
      6:30 p.m. 

                              Microsoft Teams meeting 
 

Please join us! 
 

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting  
 

The link will also be emailed to families closer to the date. 

 

Grade 8 Grad Hoodie Orders: 
 
The PAC is working with our grade 8 
teachers to have Grad Hoodies ordered 
and delivered to students as soon as pos-
sible this school year. Order forms have been sent home 
with all students.   
 
Completed order forms and payment are due back to the 
school on or before Monday, November 23. 
 
  

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/online-ordering/
https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/online-ordering/
https://readymaid.ahotlunch.ca/p/register
https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/subsidies/
https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/subsidies/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzA0NjY3YTItMjI3Ni00ZGI2LThmZDctNjMzN2VhYzkwZjll%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226a0da203-1754-4e34-9fe8-976f0353c52a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e1b580b2-3e8d-4a70-aefb-eb3da9f9c160%22%7d
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Upcoming Events and Reminders: 

 

Scholastic Book Fair: 
 
Thank you to all families who supported our Scholastic 
Book Fair. Money raised will be used to purchase Library 
books and materials for our students.  
 
A special thank you to the PAC who provided each class-
room and learning support teacher with a $20 allowance to 
purchase books at the fair.   
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

Lions Recycle for Sight: 
 
The Lions Clubs International collects old eye glasses 
and sends these to developing countries where they can 
be used by someone in need. Donations can be dropped 
off at the office throughout the school year. Eye glasses 
(no cases please) only. Thank you! 
 
 
 Sunglasses 

 Prescription glasses  

 Non-prescription glasses 

 
 

 

QMS Terry Fox Challenge Results: 
 
Congratulations QMS for another successful Terry Fox Run! Our 
school goal was to run 5,373 kilometers and we almost made it! 
Combined, students ran a total of 4,431 kms and raised $2,271.50 
for cancer research. Even though we did not meet our goal, we are 
very proud of the phenomenal effort and results!  
 
Special recognition to: 
 
 Our grade 8 students and their teachers for organizing the event 

and posting inspirational artwork throughout the school.  
 
 Divisions 2, 3 & 6 for their fundraising efforts. 
 
 Divisions 3, 7 & 13 for logging the most kilometers. 
 
 

Artwork by Patricia L. Div. 2  Gr. 8 
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Student Activities: 

 

Rainbow Alliance Club: 

Our Rainbow Alliance Club sponsored “Love is Louder” in October. Students who are willing to 
take a stand against teasing pledged to say “Stop” or “Enough” or “No” when they hear or witness teasing. All of 
these students had their pictures taken as part of the “Love is Louder” bulletin board display. Research shows us that the 
most powerful tool in addressing teasing is for any bystander to speak up. The Rainbow Alliance encourages all stu-
dents to commit to showing “Love is Louder” by refusing to be a silent bystander. We are now planning our November 
activity.  

All students are welcome to join our meetings which are held on Tuesdays at noon. Students must 
wear a mask and physically distance from others when attending these meetings. 

Thank you to Ms. Schweers for sponsoring the Rainbow Alliance Club. 

 

Yearbook Club: 
 
Our Yearbook Team has met and begun to learn the computer program which will help us to build the 2021 Yearbook 
for our school. Our first step will be to pick a theme for the book and that will be announced by December. Also, we 
will be sponsoring an art contest and the winning artist will have their art featured on the first page of the Year-
book.  All grade groups are invited to participate.   
 
To meet COVID protocols, we will run 2 Yearbooks Teams, each of which will work at different times to complete the 
book.  
 
Team 1 is compr ised of students from Division 2 and they will meet every Thursday at noon. Team 1 students are: 
 

Richie, Rocky, Midul, Johan, Uday, Mannat, Avneet, Kajal, Harveen 
 
Team 2 is compr ised of students from Divisions 1 and 3, and they will meet every Thursday from 3:00 – 4:00 
p.m. Team 2 members are:  
 

Kaylee, Tia, Angelina, Jasleen, Zian, Anna, Mavis, Roshan, Olivia, Fraser, Megan, Vanessa, Isara, Darsh 
 
All team members must bring their masks to all meetings. 
 
We need to sell 50 books before Winter Break in order to continue building the book in January. If we do not sell 50 
books by December 18, we will need to cancel our contract as we are fearful of creating debt.  
 
Books can be ordered on-line at: 

ybpay.lifetouch.ca  
Yearbook ID: 13411621 

 
Please be sure to purchase your Yearbook for $25 on or before Friday, December 18. Thank 
you for your support of our endeavor to capture QMS memories for your children! 
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Student Activities: 

 

Youth Drop-In: 
 
 

 Welcome Back!  The Queensborough Community Centre Youth Drop-in is Open! 
 

Dear QMS Parents/Guardian,  
 
City of New Westminster Youth Services is back. Re-opening of Youth Services Drop-in at Queens-

borough Community Centre was different due to the pandemic. Many changes have been made for the safety 
of our staff and youth in the facility. Youth Services invite parents and guardians to visit the City of New 
Westminster Website (newwestcity.ca) for Youth Services Safety Plan. Here are some Important changes 
to Queensborough Community Centre Youth Drops in: 

 
Anyone planning to come to New West Youth Services programs will need a New Westminster Parks and 
Recreation account. 
  
There are 3 ways to attend the QCC Youth Drop-ins 
1.       Book your time online at newwestyouth.ca 
2.       Call the Youth Centre at 604.515.3801 
3.       Line up during Drop-in times (entry not guaranteed) 
  
Drop-ins are scheduled into 1-hour blocks and closed for 30 minutes in between for cleaning. 

 First block begins at 3:30pm, Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
 Check-in with us 15 minutes before your block starts 

 
The Youth Centre will be arranged into 5 “Pods” 

 3-person maximum from your cohort/bubble per pod 
 10-person maximum in the Youth Centre lounge and 6-person max in the Gym 

 
The Queensborough Community Centre will be arranged by room as follows: 
6-person maximum in the Gymnasium  
9-person maximum in the Poplar  Island Room (3-person maximum per Pod) 

The Poplar Island Room will be arranged into 3 “Pods” 
 
 

Need more info? 
Phone:  604.834.0319 
Website: newwestyouth.ca 
Instagram: @newwestyouth 
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Update on Communicating Student Learning: 


