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QMS Newsletter June 2021 

Volume 5, Issue 9 

Q u e e ns bo ro ug h  Mi d d le  S c hoo l  

Upcoming Dates 

Week of  
May 31 

Bike to School week 

Week of  
May 31 

Grade 5 Week at QCC 
Monday   Wednesday  Friday 

Week of 
May 31 

215 Children. Every Child Matters. 
Wear an Orange Shirt to school this week 

June 3 Fire Drill 

June 4 Wear an Orange Shirt to school 

June 10 Last day to sign out Library books & materials 

June 11 Deadline to enter Early Bird Draw 
SchoolStart School Supplies online orders 

June 14 NWPL Summer Reading Program begins 

June 14 QMS’ Qayqayt Graduation Ceremony 

June 14-25 Sport Day activities 

June 16 PAC Meeting: AGM & Elections  
6:30 p.m. via MS Team 

June 19 All Library materials due  

June 21 National Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

June 25 Yearbooks handed out   

June 25 Final report cards published to MyEdBC 

June 28 Grade 8 Picnic Lunch celebration 

June 28 Year End Assembly   

June 29 Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony 

June 29 Last day of school before Summer Break 
Regular School Day  3 p.m. Dismissal 

June 30 Administration Day 
Students do not attend 

July 1 Canada Day Statutory Holiday 
School office closed 

July 9 to 
August 27 

School office closed for Summer Break 
HAPPY SUMMER BREAK! 

Upcoming Dates 

August 31 School office opens after Summer Break 

August 31 Summer Pro D Day for QMS Staff 
Students do not attend 

September 1 Summer Pro-D Day for QMS Staff 
Students do not attend 

September 6 Labour Day Statutory Holiday 

September 7 School reopens after Summer Break 
9:36 a.m. dismissal for students in grades 5, 6, & 7 
Regular dismissal at 3 p.m. for grade 8 students 

September 8 Regular school day for all students 
3:00 p.m. dismissal 
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Principal’s Message: 

 
June is already here and, despite COVID 19 restrictions in place, it is shaping up to be very busy and exciting. Students 
continue to work hard on their studies while teachers prepare final summative report cards that will be published to the 
MyEdBC parent portal on Friday, June 25. Our grade 8 teachers and students are busy organizing two weeks of Sports 
Day events so that each class can safely participate (while still observing health and safety protocols). In place of our 
traditional end-of-year field trips, many teachers are organizing “Walking Field Trips” to areas within the QMS neigh-
bourhood, such as Old School House Park. 
 
Amidst this “busyness”, it is important that we take the time to reflect upon the school year and celebrate our accom-
plishments. Our year end assemblies are one of the ways we do this. This year our assemblies will be virtual. Our 
School Wide assembly will be held on the afternoon of Monday, June 28, and our Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony will be 
held on the morning of Tuesday, June 29. Our grade 8 students will enjoy the rewards of their year long entrepreneurial 
efforts by celebrating their accomplishments while enjoying a catered lunch on the grass field (weather permitting). 
Thank you to the grade 8 teachers and amazing team of parents for your work to honour our grade 8 students. Their 
kindness and leadership will be missed! 
 
The end of year also brings staffing changes and this year is no exception. The staffing process is currently underway 
and a complete update with respect to QMS staffing will be made when the process is completed. However, I am able to 
share at this time my decision to retire at the end of this school year. It has been an absolute pleasure and honour to 
work with and learn alongside our incredible staff, students, parents and community these past five years! What a won-
derful place to finish a career in education! Thank you!  
 
I am very pleased to announce that Mr. John Lekakis has been appointed QMS Principal effective August 1. Mr.  
Lekakis comes to us from the high school where he has been Vice Principal for the past two years. He knows QMS well 
from his two years as Vice Principal during the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 school years. I leave you in his very capable 
hands. 
 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for your involvement and support. Together we all make QMS a wonderful 
place to be and learn! 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful summer filled with sunshine, and good times with family and friends, 
 
Lisa Nasato 

Welcome to  
John Lekakis who will 

be QMS’ Principal effec-
tive August 1, 2021. 
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Daily Health Check: 

 
If your child is  
unwell, please 
keep them 
home.  
 
Thank you for 
doing your 
part to keep 
QMS a safe 
place to work 
and learn. 
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Health and Safety: 

 
Water Bottles and Packed Lunches: 
 
Thank you for sending your child(ren) to school with a 
nutritious lunch and snacks to see them through the 
school day. Please be sure to include any cutlery your 
child will need. Plastic forks and spoons will no long-
er be available at the office.  
 
Likewise, plastic cups will not be available at the  
office. Students are encouraged to bring a filled water 
bottle to school each day. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Fraser Health COVID-19 School Update: 
 
Last Thursday, the province opened vaccine registra-
tion to youth aged 12 to 17 years. As of Tuesday, May 
15, forty-five percent of all youth in our region aged 
12 to 17 years had completed registration. Six percent 
of those have already received their first dose! 
 
Anyone twelve years and older who hasn’t registered 
yet can do so by visiting: 
 

gov.bc.ca/getvaccinated 
 

For more information, see the letter included at the end 
of this newsletter. This letter was emailed on behalf of 
Fraser Health to Middle and Secondary school families 
on Friday, May 28. 

  
  

 
 

  

 

Medical Intervention Plans: 
 
All medication kept at the office for  
students will be sent home with students 
on the last day of school. 
 
Medical intervention forms must be com-
pleted each school year. The office will send these home once 
school reopens in September. If you would like a form to 
complete over the summer so that it is ready for the start of  
the school year, please contact Ms. Nornberg at (604) 517-
6040. 

 

Daily Health Assessment Checklist: 
 
It is the parent or guardian’s responsibility to make sure that 
the Daily Health Assessment Checklist is completed, each and 
every day, before sending a child to school. This applies to all 
students in grades K to 12! If your child is sick, they need to 
stay home. 
 
All staff and visitors to QMS must complete and pass the dai-
ly health assessment before entering the school. 
 
Please use the updated health check (see page 2 of this news-
letter) each morning and follow the advice listed there around 
what to do if new symptoms arise, if you’ve travelled interna-
tionally, or if you’ve had public health officers reach out to 
confirm you’ve been in contact with a person who has tested 
positive for COVID-19.  
 
To check out frequently asked questions or to access a health 
check in your home language, visit our district website: 
 

https://newwestschools.ca/daily-health-assessment-
checklist/ 
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QMS School Calendar for 2021-2022: 

 
A copy of the 2021-2022 QMS 
School Calendar has been 
emailed home to all families. It 
has also been posted to the 
school website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that changes to 
our timetable may be neces-
sary as dictated by evolving 
COVID-19 Health & Safety 
protocols. Any required 
changes will be communicated 
to families in advance of the 
school opening in September. 
Thank you for your under-
standing! 
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Celebrating Student Learning: 

 
QMS Learning Goal for 2020-2021: 
 
We believe that all students can achieve at high levels with effort, perseverance, resilience 
and the right set of strategies. We hope to develop these skills in our students by ensuring 
that our classroom assessment practices: 
 

 Provide specific and timely feedback to students (from teachers, peers and 
self-reflection/assessment) 

 Provide students with opportunities to learn, develop and assess their strategies 

 Give students multiple opportunities to show what they know 
 
Additionally for the 2020-2021 school year, we have explored ways in which we can work to develop student and 
staff’s capacity to engage in the feedback process using remote learning platforms such as Microsoft Teams and  
FreshGrade. 

 

Year End Assembly: 
 
Preparation is currently underway for 
our school-wide Year End Assembly that will be held 
virtually on the afternoon of  Monday, June 28.  
 
Mr. Rouleau is busy collecting photos for his famous year 
end slide show. Our staff and students have much to cele-
brate as this unique school year comes to a close.  

 

Grade 8 Luncheon: 
 
Our grade 8 students, supported by Ms. Ventouras, have 
honed their entrepreneurial skills this year. Students de-
vised, tweaked and implemented plans to raise funds for 
their year end celebration. Funds raised will be used to 
provide a picnic lunch for our grade 8 cohort.  
 
On Monday, June 28, weather permitting, our grade 8 stu-
dents will be outside enjoying a catered lunch (all COVID 
health and safety protocols will be followed!) on a trans-
formed grass field.  
 
Thank you to the group of dedicated grade 
8 parents for supporting fundraising  
initiatives and for organizing this year’s 
grade 8 grad celebration! 

 

Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony: 
 
Our grade 8 leaving ceremony will be 
streamed live on the morning of  
Tuesday, June 29. The ceremony is 
scheduled to commence at 10:45 a.m. We are looking for-
ward to celebrating this amazing group!  

 
Qayqayt Graduation Ceremony: 
 
While our usual Qayqayt Right of Passage Ceremony is 
not possible again this year due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the district will be honouring graduating Indigenous stu-
dents at each school.  

On June 14th, QMS will hold its own Qayqayt ceremony 
on site. This will be a small gathering with our graduating 
Indigenous students. They will be gifted a special certifi-
cate and be provided with a small gift.  
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School Events and Reminders: 

 
Mark your Calendars:  
 
 
Fri., May 19    Pro-D Day in lieu     
   Students do not attend 

 
Mon., May 22  Victoria Day     
   School closed  
  
Mon., May 24  May Day   
  
 

 
Mark your Calendars:  
 
Tues., June 29    Last day of school for  students 
    3 p.m. dismissal 
 
Mon., Sept. 6   Labour Day 
 
Tues., Sept. 7   First Day of School 
    9:36 a.m. dismissal for grades 5, 6 & 7 
     3 p.m. dismissal for grade 8 students 
 
Wed., Sept. 8   Regular Day of School   
                            3 p.m. dismissal for all students 

 
Report Cards: 
 
Term 3 report cards will be published to 
the MyEdBC Family Portal on: 
 

Friday, June 25 
 

You will receive an email from the school when report cards 
are available to view and download online. 

 
School Supply Lists and Orders: 
 
School supply lists and School Start order 
forms have been emailed home and posted to 
the school’s website. School supplies can be ordered on-line 
for delivery directly to your home. Those who order their sup-
plies prior to June 14 will be entered into draws to win a vari-
ety of prizes. 
 
We strongly encourage students to reuse existing school supplies 
before making additional school supply purchases. The above 
PAC fundraiser is offered as a courtesy and is OPTIONAL. 

 
Students Returning to QMS in September: 
 
Please notify the school as soon as possible if your child will 
not be attending QMS for  the 2021-2022 school year. It 
helps us organize our classes for September’s opening. Like-
wise, please let us know if your child(ren) will be late return-
ing from Summer Break so that we may hold their spot.  
 
Please contact: 
 

Lisa Nasato (lnasato@sd40.bc.ca)  
or 

The office by calling (604) 517-6040 
   

 
Library Learning Commons: 
  
The last day to check out books 
and Library materials is Thursday, 
June 10. This allows students 
one last chance to enjoy a book 
before Summer Break.  
 
All books and materials are due back to the Library 
Learning Commons by Friday, June 18.    

  

Band: 
 
Forms for students interested in joining and continuing 
with band for the 2021-2022 school year will be 
emailed home shortly. Hard copies of the forms for 
students interested in joining band will also be availa-
ble at the office. All students in grade 6, 7 & 8 are wel-
come to join. No previous musical instrument experi-
ence is required. 
 
Band class will be held before school for those stu-
dents who sign up on a first come first served basis.  
As Ms. Milner is on leave for the remainder of this 
school year, inquiries regarding the band program can 
be directed to Lisa Nasato at lnasato@sd40.bc.ca. 
 
  
 
 

Don’t forget to check the Lost and Found before  
Summer Break! 
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School Events and Reminders: 

 
National Indigenous Day: 
 
June 21, 2021 is the 25th anniversary of National In-
digenous Day, celebrating the heritage, diverse cul-
tures and outstanding achievements of First Nations, 
Inuit, and Métis peoples! 
 
The Indigenous Education Department at the Vancou-
ver School Board (VSB) invites schools and the public 
to view their virtual Canada-wide Drum Across 
Kanata event in celebration of National Indigenous 
Peoples Day. The VSB will share a link to the video 
recording of the celebration with anyone who wishes 
to view it. 
 
QMS will also be participating in an art gallery exhibi-
tion in the Library Learning Commons on June 21, 
with classes participating by displaying Indigenous 
styles of art work. Students who meet with the Indige-
nous Support Worker at QMS will be contributing 
their own cultural works of art. 

 
Summer School 
 
Summer School is being offered 
in the areas of Language Arts 
and Mathematics for students in Grades 7 and 8. This 
is a review course.   
 
This year, you must connect with your school counse-
lor to register. If you have questions or wish to regis-
ter, please email Ms. Schweers: 
 

sschweers@sd40.bc.ca. 
 
For more information about Summer Learning oppor-
tunities, visit the district website: 
 

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/
summer-learning/ 

 

Lions Recycle for Sight: 
 
The Lions Clubs International collects old eye glasses and 
sends these to developing countries where they can be used 
by someone in need.  
 
Donations can be dropped off at the office throughout the 
school year. Eye glasses (no cases please) 
only! 
 

 Sunglasses 

 Prescription glasses  

 Non-prescription glasses 

 
Thank you! 

 

215 Children. Every Child Matters: 
 
Our hearts go out to the families of the 215 children whose 
remains were found at a former residential school in Kam-
loops, to the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc community, to our 
Indigenous students, staff  and their families, and to all Indig-
enous peoples throughout Canada. 
 
We invite everyone to wear orange on Friday, June 4, as a 
way of us each demonstrating that every child matters. Paper 
orange shirts will be provided to QMS staff and students who 
do not have an orange shirt. 
 
For more information and resources about Canada’s residen-
tial schools, visit the district website: 

 
 https://newwestschools.ca/215-children-every-child-

matters/ 
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Student Activities: 

 
Rainbow Alliance 
 
We wrapped up our Rainbow Alliance Club with 
a lesson on the 5 Languages of Love. Classes 
participated in the lesson and completed a tally 
on their preferred language of love.   
 
Here are the tally results: 
 

Spending time with others  45 
Hearing words of support or kindness 26 
Getting some form of  “safe” touch 14 
Receiving  gifts    12 
Getting help (acts of service)     8 
 

Clearly many of us in the QMS family chose spending time 
with others and feeling valued by others as our chosen lan-
guage of love. So, we challenge you to find time each day to 
make someone feel valued by spending time together or shar-
ing your kind words with them.  There is no cost to these ac-
tivities but the dividends are endless!  

 
Thank you to the club sponsors, Ms.Schweers and Ms. Dow-
dell, and Rainbow Alliance members for their work this year 
at QMS! 
  

 
Yearbook: 
 
Yearbooks will be given out after June 25th. We sold 
out and so unfortunately will not have any more books 
for sale in June.    
 
Traditionally students sign the yearbooks of friends 
and classmates. This year that might look different due 
to COVID 19 Health and Safety protocols in place.  
Regardless, we do want to remind students that when 
signing someone else’s yearbooks they must keep 
their comments positive. This is a discussion we 
have at school and we hope you can also have that 
discussion with your child at home.   
 
One more time we want to thank you for your support, 
we are very excited about the arrival of our uniquely 
COVID Yearbook! 
 
Thank you to Ms. Schweers, our Yearbook sponsor, 
and the Yearbook crew for a job well done! 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
Microsoft’s Summer Passport to Digital Fun: 
 
See the flyer included in this newsletter for more infor-
mation about Microsoft’s collection of free virtual 
summer camps. This fun collection of creative work-
shops and field trips is designed to help kids ages 8+ 
practice digital skills and explore new concepts. 
 
For more information and to register visit: 
 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/workshops-

training-and-events/students 

 

 

Sports Day for a Week: 
 
Our grade 8 team of teachers and students are organizing 
Sports Day activities that will be held during the two week 
period of: 
 

June 14-25 
 

Daily events will be set up so that COVID health and safety 
protocols are followed. Each class will be divided into colour 
teams, and will complete the day’s activity one class at a time. 
Scores will be tallied after each event and the winner of our 
week long Sports Day will be announced at the end of the day 
on June 25.  
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PAC News: 

 
QMS Parent Advisory Council: 
 
The next PAC meeting of the 2020-2021 school year is: 

     
 Wednesday, June 16 

      6:30 p.m. 
        Microsoft Teams meeting 

A link will be emailed to parents closer to the date. 

 
All parents and guardians are welcome!  Please join us. 

 
Even if you haven’t been to a meeting yet, parents & guardi-
ans are welcome to join us. We are looking ahead to next 
year and to filling upcoming vacancies on our Executive. 
All parents at QMS are members of the PAC and we invite 
you all to be involved. Opportunities include serving on the 
Executive, helping on pizza lunch days and at concessions 
(as COVID health and safety protocols allow), etc., or simp-
ly providing input on school issues. We welcome all parents 
and guardians to the PAC. We want to hear your ideas! 
 

Elections will be held for all PAC Executive positions.  
Please consider stepping up and joining our Executive.   

The more the merrier! 

 

 
Upcoming PAC Elections: 
 
Elections for the 2021-2022 school year will be held 
during the PAC AGM on June 16 starting at 6:30 p.m. 
on Microsoft Teams.  A link will be emailed to all fami-
lies soon. 
 
The PAC Executive is made up of four positions: 
 

President (Chair) 
Vice President (Co-Chair) 

Treasurer 
Secretary 

 

Your PAC encourages anyone who is interested in serv-
ing a one year term to please complete the nomination 
form included at the end of this newsletter and return it 
in a sealed envelope to the school marked to the atten-
tion of the PAC President. Nominations will be accepted 
up to the day of the election. 
 
The PAC is involved in many kinds of activities to sup-
port the advisory role under the School Act. Here is a 
summary of some of the activities of the QMS PAC: 
 
 Promoting parent involvement in schools 
 Communicating with parents about the school and district 
 Providing a forum for discussion of educational issues 
 Advocating for students and parents, and supporting local 

advocacy projects 
 Organizing activities and events for students and parents 
 Providing financial support of the goals of the Council, as 

identified by the members. 

 

Tentative PAC Meeting Dates for 2021-2022: 
 

Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. in the Library or via MS 
Teams. 

All parents and guardians are welcome! 
 

 
Wednesday, September 15 
Wednesday, October 20 
Wednesday, November 17 
Wednesday, January 19 
Wednesday, February 16 
Wednesday, April 20 
Wednesday, May 18 
Wednesday, June 15 
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 Showcasing Student Work: 

Still Life Artwork by Division 10 
“Apples” 
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Showcasing Student Work: 

Still Life Artwork by Division 10 
“Crushed Cans and a Bottle” 
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Showcasing Student Work: 

 

A Drawing by Phoenix in Division 8 
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COVID Immunization for 12-17 year olds: 
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 ‘intheknow’Mental Health Information and Support: 
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School Start School Supplies 



 17 

SchoolCashOnline: 



 18 

 Microsoft Summer Passport to Digital Fun: 
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 PAC Announcement: Annual General Meeting 

ANNOUNCEMENT – Annual General 
June 16th, 2021 

 

 

This will be the last meeting of the 2020 / 2021 school year and the agenda will include a vote for new  
Executive members and a DPAC representative. 
 
The PAC Executive is made up of four positions: 
 

President (Chair) 
Vice-President (Co-Chair) 
Treasurer   
Secretary 

 
Elections are held annually, typically in June for each of these positions.  
 
To ensure a high functioning PAC it is not advisable that all four positions transition every year. That said, and 
as required by the PAC constitution, we are currently accepting nominations for all Executive positions on the 
QMS PAC. 
 

Your PAC encourages anyone who is interested in serving a one year term to please complete the nomina-
tion form on the reverse side of this notice and return it in a sealed envelope to the school marked attention:  
 

PAC Nomination  
Nominations will be accepted up to the day of the election. 

      

Queensborough Middle School 

Parental Advisory Council 
2020/2021 QMS PAC  

 Michelle Pastro - Bernadette Gourlay -Josie Johnston 

833 Salter Street, New Westminster, B.C.  V3M 6G8 
Phone: 604-517-6040 Fax: 604-517-6041 

Principal: Lisa Nasato   Vice Principal: Randy Jaggernathsingh 
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 2021-2022 PAC Executive Nomination Form: 

Queensborough Middle School 

Parental Advisory Council 
2020/2021 QMS PAC  

 Michelle Pastro - Bernadette Gourlay -Josie Johnston 

 

2021 / 2022 School Year – PAC Executive Nomination  
 
 

 
 
Nominee Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Details:  Phone: _____________________________________________ 
 
  Email:___________________________________________ 
 
 
Position (check one) 
 

 

 President (Chair) 
 
 

 Vice-President (Co-Chair) 
 
 

 Treasurer 
 
 

 Secretary 
 

 
 
 

Signed acknowledgement of acceptance of the above nomination: 
 
 
____________________________________  _____________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 
Please return this form to  Queensborough Middle School in a sealed envelope, marked to the attention: PAC Nomination  
              
 

 

833 Salter Street, New Westminster, B.C.  V3M 6G8 
Phone: 604-517-6040 Fax: 604-517-6041 

Principal: Lisa Nasato   Vice Principal: Randy Jaggernathsingh 

 

 

 

 

 


